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Continucd from No. 32. 
was, mainly, the support and maintenance of the 
home squadron; but that was already provided for, 
$789,000 having been appre P Rantee for that pur- 
pose. The amount unexpended of that appropria- 
tion, and another availabie sions on hand on the 
Ist of January las!, was a greater amount of 
money, an to be = apercere than the sum 
by which he now propozed to reduce this appropri- 
alion. 

Mr. MASON said it would be found that the 
sum appropriated for the home squadron had been 
merged in the estimates submitted for the 


present 


year. 

Mr. MERIWETHER sail it was the very 
merging of that fund to which he objecied, the 
money having been appropriated for a specific pur- 
pose. 

Mr. MASON resumed. Ifthe amounts were thus 
blended, the practical difficulty to which he had 


referred would be much increased. 

Mr. ADAMS called the attention of 
man from Ohio to the terms of the clause under 
consideration. It was appropriating a sum of mo- 
ney for the “ pay” of officers and men, whilst the 
pay for the officers aud men of the home squadron 
was ceaphdied for. 

Mr. MASON again directed the attention of gen- 
tlemen to the reports to which he had before refer- 
red, which, to him, were perspicuous and clear; 
and there it would be seen that the Secretary had 
given credit for more than half a million of do'lars 
on account of the home squadron. He reiterated, 
then, in the face of these facts, that gentlemen 
would find it difficult to reduce the approy priation by 
the amount now proposed; nor was this the proper 
way to commence these reductions. 

Mr. GWIN expressed his concurrence in a pro- 
position which had been made yesterday, to lay 
aside this bill, and take up the bill for the reor- 
ganization of the navy; and, in the mean time, to 
pass a bill for ihe temporary wau's of the navy. 
There were circumstances which showed a loose- 
ness in the Navy Department; and before he voted 
away millions of dollars for the navy, he preferred 
to vole for its reorganization. Again, he desired 
thata revenue bill should be produced before these 
sums were appropriated; and he expressed his dis- 
satisfaction with the Committee of Ways and 
Means, in connexion wiih the delay ding the 
report of a revenue measvre. He was aware 
that the ways and means were provided for this 
session by the loan bill; but he trasted that course 
Was not to become a precedent; in short, he hoped 
they should be able to dispense with a portion of 
the loan, and thereby save the country from so 
much cf the debt about to be contracted. But if 
they were to continue thus to appropriate enor- 
mous sums, a large tariff measure would become 
necessary, and they should have the responsibility 
thrown back upon them. 

He proceeded to remark that the amount now 
proposed was too large if we are not to have a war, 
and too small if war was to follow; and hence 
arose another argument for a pestponement of this 
bill. If no war should ensue, he desired the home 
squadron to be directed to some vainable purpose; 
the steamships might be converted into mail-pack- 
ets between Baltimore and New Orieans, with con- 
necting boats for the intermediate ports; and the 
other vesse!s m:ght be profitably employed in asur- 
vey of the Guif of Mexico, without any additional 
expenditures, as the necessary instruments were to 
be found unused in the departments. For these 
and many other reasons, he desired the postpone- 
ment of this bil ; r he had no doubt that it might 
be found that tle steamers, as mail-packets alone, 
would save the Government $109,000 per annum, 
and other advantages were presented which required 
calm and mature consideration. 

Mr. EVERETT, of Vermont, said he thought 
the appropriations in this bill should be regulated 
by the bills which might hereafter be passed in re- 
lation to the reorganization of the navy, and the 
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raising of revenue. It was, he thcughi, difficult to 
ascertain why there should be an inerease of as 
much as $800,000 upon the appropriations of last 
year, since there was no act of Congress authoriz- 
ing an increase of the navy. It appeared that 
there had been many appoiniments aud promotions 
during the past year. ‘The number of captains had 
increased 13, commanders 41, liewtcnants 40, sur- 
geons 10; passed assistant surgeons decreased 6, 
and assistant surgeons decreased 2. The increase 
of pursers was 11, passed midst, pmen $2, mid- 
shipmen 188; and the whcle net increase 214 offi- 
cers. The petty officers, also, bad increased; and 
he wished the Secretary bad furnished the House 
with an akstract, showing the increase 
throughout the service. From the information he 
had, he took it that the increase called for an addi- 
tional appropriation of about 600,000. There 
was no law limiting the appointments In the navy. 
These officers had been appointed by the Exeeu 
tive, and he thought it would be anjust to permit 
them to go without their pay, which they were ex- 
pecting. Inthe army the number of cfficers was 


whole 


limited by law, and he hoped z similar regulation 
would be introduced in the navy, and the disere- 
tion taken away from the President. 


Mr. GAMBLE, after eulogizing the benefits to 
be derived from the navy, expresse( himself in fa- 
vor of limiting the number of officers who were to 
command it. He thought there might, perhaps, 
have been an unnecessary increase of officers; yet 
there were circumstances during the past year, 
which justified the Executive in increasing the num- 
ber of officers. Prepared with the materiel, our 
country woul! always be ready to meet any emer- 
gency of war that might arise. It required time to 
make officers; and what (asked Mr. G.) was a navy 
without competent cflicers to command it. Men 


did net come in'o the wor!d full-grown, and pre- 
pared for any service which mighi be assigned 
them. It was therefore wise policy to train them, 


in order that they might be skilful ia the perform- 
ance of their duties. 

Mr. G. did noi endorse all the propositions of the 
Secretary. Some of his sugges'ions were w.se, aad 
others not. As to the recommendat on that we 
should bave a splendid navy, half equal to that 
of the greatest naval power on earth, he was 


not willing to carry it out. Yet he would 
have the navy put upon a respectable footing. 


In proportion as our commerce advanced, as the 
interest of onr country became more extended, as 
our navigation increased, so shou'd the strength 
and power of our navy be increased. The com- 
merce of the United Siates now whitened every sea, 
and it was our policy to protect it. Was not our 
commerce on tt Auantic as much en- 
titled to other parts of the 


a 
ine 
protection as that in 


1@ Coast! of 


world?) Because many of ovr vessels were en- 
gaged at home on our own Coast, was that apy 
reason why they should not receive the protection 
of the Government as much as if they were ina 


foreign country? 
squadron lo be 
tra sessicn of Congress 


He (Mr. G.) considered the home 
one of the best measures of the ex- 
He was heartily in favor 
of it and his opinions to this day remained 
unchanged. When the President and the Secreta- 
ry of the Navy had increased the number of offi- 
cers, Should he withhold his support? Let the law 
establishing the home squadron be repealed, if 
neceszary; but let not supplies be refused to these 
men, now that they were in service. Should we 
keep them, and not pay their wages? retaining 
them in the navy, but not voting them the necessa- 
ries of life? Congress (thought Mr. G.) was bound 


then, 


to vote these men supplies. But, said some gen- 
tlemen, supplies were voted at the extra ses- 
sion. It was true that a large sum was 
voted; bus so much as remained unexpend- 
ed had been accounted for by the Secretary, 
and carried to the surplus fund. It had been 


applied to the supplies for the present year. The 
amount appropriated for the navy in 1841 was 
96,672,041, At the extra session, there appeared 
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to be a prospectof war. British steamers were 

constantly navigating cur coasts, and it was said 

they were consiruc'ed in sucha manner as to be 

immediately converted into men-of-w 

against our people. Nor did we yet know what 

would be the result of the negotiation in relation 
) the difficulties with the English Government. It 


ar to operate 





might be successful in bringing abont an amicable 
understanding, or it might not. There was ho 
certainty in the matter. Was this, then, the time 


to disarm? Should not the navy be Xept on a re- 


spectable footing? He(Mr. G.) thought there was 
ample scope for the emp! — ef a home squad- 
ron, and especially in defending the long hi ie of 
Southern coast. This country had near four thous- 


and miles of coast exposed; and if this squadron 
conld not be employed in defending it {rom foreign 
aggression, it might still render service to the reve- 
nue department of the Government. 


The present 
was the wrong time tou commence re'renching the 
navy. 

He would, rather than have it cut down, be wil- 
ling to see it supporied at the expense of the army. 
It was true, the country was in debt and its Treas- 
ury exhausted; but what was that to a young and 
vigorous nation like ours? The energies of the 
people would soon replenish the Treasury. They 
would willingly submit to a tariff, in order io have 
their country protected. ‘aking into consideration 
the home squadron, the appropriation was not 
larger now than last year; aud he thought it 
would be unwise to reauce the amount uatil the 


law should be passed curtailing the service. Some- 
times it happened that the expenditures exeseced 
and at others did not reach, the appropriati 
He thought it was better to appropriate too much 
than too little, since every dollar would have to be 
accounted for. Mr. G sons he 
should support the bill. 
Mr. PENDLETON 
stand why so much mo 
home squadron. 





said for these! 


said he could not under- 
ney was now wanied for the 


If the 


estimates for 1841 were 
accuraie, there was no need of any lurther appro- 
priation to that object. He found, in the table 


submitted by the Secretary, that $74 2,000 appro- 
priated toward the home squadron remained un- 
expended on the 3lstof December last. When it 


was asked what had become ef it, gentlemen said 
jt was applied toward the suppl Ea navy. 
Now, he thoucht the Secretary had not powe! 
to merge appropriations for vue obj oct into an- 
other. 

Mr. FILLMORE said that the a lations 
of one year, which remamed u nded, Jay 
over to the next. There 'ay over from 12 40 
to 1841, of unexpended appropriat 17,600,000; 
though large sums were often tenn opria- 
tions ier such a year, the pract cal was 
for them to be expended during the gi part of 
the next year. No appropriation, lio could 
be expended wey two years, when it nt to the 

arvlus fund, and had to be re-appropii.ied. 

Some conversational debat ny distiaetly heard, 
OWing to the noise and contusion in the hall, took 
place between Messrs. MERIWETHER, VicKAY, 
FILLMORE, and PENDLETON; alter which, the 
committee rose and reported progress. 

Mr. MERIWETHER offered a_ resolution, 


which was adopted, calling upon the Secieiary of 
the Navy forthe amount of the appropriation towards 
the home squadron remaining unexpende 
also, whether amy portion of the 
priated to the home squadron has 
other objects. 

The House then adjourned. 
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IN SENATE 
Tuurspay, May 19, 1R49 


Mr. ALLEN desired to correct an error iu 2 re- 


port, which had been made in one of the papers of 
mat- 
He would say, however, in justice to the re- 
of cen- 
He believed the position they occu- 


this city, of the debate upon the Rhode Island 
ter. 
porters, that he did not rise with any view 
suring them, 











— 


pied rendere 1 it itapossible for them to hear dis- 


tinctly every thing that was said in the Senate, and, 
under the:e circumstances, it was net to be expect- 


ed thal tbe Cebates ec uld be reported with perfect 
accuracy. Wilh revard to himself, he was not ac- 
customed 19 corres ny reports of his own speech- 
es, except suc) a5 were published in pamphlet form. 
Hie was th ulject ordinarily, like every 
other Sena ts be mi:undersiood and misrepre- 
sented, wit ny tault on the partof the report- 
ers, His purpose at present was merely to correct 
that part of the report publisted in a newspaper in 


this city, entiied the Madisonian, which related 
particularly to bim-elf. ble was made in that re- 
port to say, tha! ‘f.s one branch of the Govern- 
ment had acted in the matter, it was high time for 
another becy tu act” So tar, it was correct; but the 


report went con to aitribate to him this sentence : 
**He was wi lire to bear the consequences of a 
civil war.” fie hed uttered no such words. What 
he had sxid was, that was ready to bear all the 
Fespons: lity whieh eourse mn relation to this 
question entaiis upon | . There was another 
brief passa wt the Senator from South 
Carolina op; Mr. Pre — was made to say, 
in reference 'o Vr. ALtvEN,) * You will make 
acivi! war” (Mr. Aut a was not aware 
that the Senator wid any such thing. If so, it 


must have been sofio voce, and pot intended to be 
heard beyond those immediately about him. It 
such an expres had been heard by him, it as- 
surediy would not have been permitted to pass 
without notice. Fle cid net think thai the Sena- 
tor had been corrcetly reported, becanse he did not 
believe that he would impute to any Senator, or to 
any citizen of thiscountry, a desire of promoting a 
civilwar, He was certain the Senator never in- 
tended to impu'e to him aay such motives. 

Mr. sages STO} o afler having read the passage 
alluded to, said, whatever expression he might have 
ae an he adie did use some expression— 
it was nol addressed to the Senator from Ohio; and 
he certainly had not supposed that it would have 
attracied any a'teaotion. He believed that both 
sentences bad been misreported, and that atiributed 
to him was evidently predicated upon the expre:- 
si0a at'ribu'ed to .be Senator from Ohio. He be- 
lieved that the expression he had used was to the 
effect that the c e pursued by the Senator was 
Calet ated to produce a civil war. The honorable 
Senator dil him no morejhan justice in saying 
that he had ho disposition to impute to any Sena- 


i 
tor impr. per motives, or to exceed the rules of par- 
y and decorum, 


liamentary courles 

Mr. ALLEN re, lied, that what the honorable 
Seve or bad said was no mcre than he had aright 
to expect from him, and of course the explanation 
was entirely satisiaciory. With respect to any 
thing he had cone in the Senate, or elsewhere, in 
rejation to the Rhode Island affair, and whether 
good or il! was likely to result from it, was a mat- 
ler of Which the coun ry would judge; and any ex- 
pression of opinion with regard to it oa the part of 
apy honorable Senator, was of course strictly par- 
Nlamenptary. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON presented a petition from 
the children cf Andrew Colburn, deceased, pray- 
ing for a pension: reierred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana, from the Committee 
on Public Lands, to which had been referred a bill 
to authonze the citizens of Lake county, Illinois, 
to enter a tract of land for the site of a seat of jus- 
tice, reported the same back with an amendment. 

The bill as amended was then read. 

Mr. YOUNG obs:rved, that he would be glad, 
if the chair the Committee on Public Lands 
had no objectior the bill should now be ad- 
vanced on its passage. He knew of nothing to ob- 
struct it. The citizens of the county were extiemely 
anxious to commence thei ir publi c buildings as early 
as possible this si noon, and only waited the passage 
of the bill fo procesd wih the work. 

Mr. KING a aa the chairmar of the Commit. 


tee on Public Lands for an explanation of the na- 
ture of the change. 


Mr. SMITH stated that the county commission- 


ers, appointed under the general law, proceeded to 
locate the county seat; afler which, a vole was 


man cf 
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taken of the inhat itants whether the county seat 
should remain as |+cated by the commissioners, or 
be removed to another location, selected by them- 
selves. There was a majority of votes for the re- 
moval to tbe quarter sectton which was the subject 
of this bill. The county had paid into the land ot- 
fice the ininimum price for the land, and wanted 
the patent; but the commissioners, having once per- 
formed their duty, did not conceive they were au- 
thor. zed to actaeain. The object of this bill was 
to anthor ze the issue of the patent, and the amend- 
ment provi‘es for the surrender to the land cffice 
of the former selcetion. 

The bili was then reported back from the com- 
mitiee of the whoie, 
for a third reading. 





and ordered io be engrossed 


Mr. KING called the attention of the chairman 
of tie Committee on the Judiciary to the subject cf 
the bill referred to that commiitee some mo ths 


ago, relating to the reorganization of ihe ehcatts 
of the district courts of the United States. It x 
extremely ¢:sirabe that some speedy actioa should 


be taken on the subject. There was not a mem- 
ber of Congress from the Western and Southern 
States who did not know that Seri us inconvenience 
was hourly experienced, both by the suitors and the 

flicers of the courts themselves, in conse quence of 
the mauilest physical impossibility of some of the 
judges getting through the daties imposed up 
them. He stated many of these, communicated to 
him by Judge McKinley; and poisted out the 
pressing necessity for the passage of the bill. He 
begged to know what progress had been made in 

by the Judiciary Committee 


i 


the matter by 

Mr. BERRIEN, in reply, sta'ed that the atien- 
tion of the Senate was called to the subject some 
days ago by the Senator from A:kansas: and th's 
very morning the cemmitice bad had it under con- 
sideration. The committee entertain a most anx- 
ious desire to adjust the matter, but find it diffi- 
cult to do so; and had come :o the conclusion of 
simply repoiting the bill, wiihout any recommend- 
ation; jeaving the subject entirely in the hands of 
the Senate for action, according to the best lights 
which shovid be hrown upon it under di-cussion. 
As the committee was now sitting from day to 
day, he was in hopes of being able to report back 
the bill in a day or two. 

Pending resolutions being next in order, 

Mr. ALLEN boped his Rhode Island resolutions 
would be taken up and disposed of. 

The CHAIR observed that the resolution of th 
Sena " from Maryland was first in order. 

Mr. MERRICK observed that his resolution had 
been for some length of Ume in arrear. It was 
one of great importance as a rule of action for the 
evuidance of the Senate in future. It was desirable 
that a proper uaderstanding should exist as to the 
internal business of the Senate in commitiecs and 
in executive session. 

Mr. BENTON made a few remarks not dis- 
tinctly heard; but he was understood to say that 
there was not such pressing necessity for the dis- 
cussion ef this resolution as for these in relation to 
Rhode Island. 

The resolution was then read, as follows: 

Resolved, That all the letters of recommendation, an nd other 
papers, or lofor 110n tor uD gorconcermning avy bh ination 


for offize pending betore hes iate, Which may Seah or com- 
municated by t P 


resifent of the United States, or any chief 
executive officer, to the Senate, or any of Its committees, shall 


be held and deemed to be confidential communications, withi 
the meaning of the thirty-eighth rule for conducting the busi- 
ness of the Sena ntalisuch papers, when communicated to 
a commitiee, shall, aiter the decision of the question to which 
they relate, be returned to the proper departn rent of the Gov- 
err iY nent, and ne pineal aaa files o1 e Senate, unless £0 
expressly ordered by the Senate. 


The question pending being on Mr. McRorerrs’s 
amendment to strike out ail after the word Resolved, 
and insert: 

“That, in all cases of nomination made by the President to 
the Senate, for the appointment of officers of the “nited States, 
the Senate will proceed to consider and decide on said nomiua 
tions With Of} } doors, 


Mr. McROBERTS observed that, independent 
of any particular case which might have called 
forth this resolution, it was bis purpose to support 
his amendment upon principle. He viewed the 
whole sudject as a question whether this Govern- 
ment should proceed in its public duties under a 
veil of secrecy, or in open day and in the presence 





of those most interested in its acuon. The duty cf 
confirming or rejecting Executive nominations was 
as much a public duty of the Senate as that of 
legislation. It was of as much importance to the 
country to know all — iis public officers as 
about the proceedings of legislation. He spoke 
only of the action ol - » Senaie itself with respect 
to nominaiions. If the Executive thought it neces- 
sary to ider ce aes made to him, or 
to the de ane ents, confidential, the parties making 
ihem so requesting, he had no objection to make. 
‘nese might guide his nominations; but the Senate 
should, on its part, act on its own responsibility, 
and in open view, and wilh epen discussion of the 
cocuments laid before it in support of such nomi- 
nations. The effect of this would, in every re- 
spect, be salutary. Instead of encouraging private 
s anders, and assaults in the dark on men’s charac- 
ters and motives, just charges would be made 
openly, because well founded; and if those which 
were unjust were preferred, the accused would have 
redress in the open vindication of his character or 
motives. 

Mr. LINN took cecasion of a pause in the 
Senatoi’s remarks to say, that probably it would 
auswer his purp:se as well to discuss the matter 
more fu:ly to-morrow morning, which he evidently 
could not now do, as it was near one o’clock, when 
th. ceneral orders weuld be ealie!. If, therefore, 
the Senator would have no objection to ailow the 
subject to be passed over into:mally, he would 
make a motion to that effect. 

Mr. McROBERTS assented; and the subject 
being passed over, 

Two bills were taken up and read twice, and 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

The general orders then brought up, as in com- 
mittee of the whole, the unfini-hed business of 
yesierday ; being the further consideration of the 
bill to refund to Major General Andrew Jackson 
ihe fine imposed on him by Judge Hall at New 
Orleans in 1815. 

The question pending was on the amendment 
of the Senator from Mississippi, [Mr. Henpers -n,} 
as modified by the Senator from Louisiana, [Mr. 
Barrow ] 

The amendment was as fo!lows 
being within brackeis: 

“ Provided, alicays, That nothing in this act shall be con- 
strued to be an expression of the opinion of Congress as to the 
legality of the proceedings of the judge in infiteting the fine, 
{oc of the want of patriousm or fidelity of the citizens of New 
Orleane:) but that this shall be Geemed and taken to be an ad 
ditional expression of the sense of Congress of the high con 


sideration in which they hold the achievement of General Jatk- 


son tn the detence of New Orleaus, and of theservices rendered 
by him and his Companions in arms on that memorable oc- 
casion.”’ 


Mr. ALLEN addressed the Senate for nearly an 
hoar in opposition to the amendment, and in sap- 
port of the original bill; stigmatizing, in eloquent 
and forcible terms, all attempts to qualify, by pro- 
visoes, a simple act of national justice. He point- 
ed out the impossibility thata man of such high 
prine:ples, and of so much sensitiveness as Gene- 
ral Jackson, in all that relates to his honor and 
character, could accept a grant qualified by any 

ch proviso as that contained in this amendment. 
He repudiated the idea that Genera! Jacksen’s 
friends could vote for the billso amended. How- 
ever willing he was to absolve the movers and 
supporters of the amendment from any motive to 
disparage General Jackson’s fair fame, so glori- 
ously won at New Orleans, the whole country 
would look upon this bill, if thus amended, as an 
implied declaration of censure on the part of Con- 
gress. 

Mr. SEVIER called for a division of the ques- 
tion on the amendmest. 

The orizinal amendment was then read, and the 
modification separately. 

A general wish seemed to prevail that the call 
for a division of the question should be withdrawn. 

Mr. SEVIER accordingly withdrew his motion. 

Mr. PRESTON was inclined to favor the call of 
the Senator from Arkansas for a division of the 
question. For his own part, he could not support 
the modification, because he thought it was an un- 
necessary embarrassment of the subject; Congress 
having already pronownced, in the most emphatic 
manner, its approbation of the conduct of the citi- 


, the modification 
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zens of New Orleans. But he was willing to vote 
for the amendment, although not at first inclined to 
think it necessary. However, as the subject had | 
been so much *gilated, he thought it might be ex- | 
pedient to affirm that Congress, in makin® this | 
grant, did not mean !o express any oninion of the 
legality of the transactions which occasioned the | 
fine. 

Mr. BARROW withdrew the modification he had 
made to the amendment of the Senator from Mis- | 
sissippi, [Mr. Henperson,] though not for the rea- 
sons assigned by the Senator from South Carolina, 
{Mr. Preston.] But he had consulted with friends 
near him, whose knowledge and experience were 
entitled to his consideration, and, at their suggestion, 
az well as under the conviction that the citizens of | 
New Orleans stood in ne need of ihis reasseriioa of 
their fidelity, he had consented to recaii his modifi- 
cation, 

Mr. CONRAD expressed his concurrence in 
what had fallen trom his colleague, | Mr. Barrow ] 

Mr. BARRO W desired to express more definite- 
ly what he had said with regard to Gen. Jackson 
being justified in whathe had done. His exores- 
sion was, that General Jacksen had good grounds 
for suspecting that treachery or disaffection existed. 
What he meant was, that General Jackson con- 
ceived he had good 
the case; not thathe had direct evidence, but good 
reason for suspicion. 

Mr. WOODBURY referred to the fact, that, as 
early asthe August preceding the events, General 
Jackson had official communications from the Gov- 
ernor of the Staic, affecting even the Legislature 
itself; but in February, the evidence of disaffection 
upon which he acted was not against citizens of 
New Orieans, or citizens of the S'ate—it was | 
against foreigners and strangers, who had no citi- 
zenshi'p, and were not entijed to any. They were 
mostly Frenchmen, throwing themselves upon the 
protection of the French consul, from whom they 
Precured certificates of their nativity. 

Mr. HENDERSON had, of ceurse, no objection 
to the recall of the modification to his amendment. 
He would even be glad if the latier part of the 
amendment itself could be divested of what seemed 
to be exceptionable to some gentlemen, though sin- 
cerely designed by him as an additional expression 
of approbation on the part of Congrers. 

Toe amendment, as divested of ihe modification, 





reason {0 suspect thai such was | 
| 


was then read; aud the quesiion was put on its 
adoption; when, 

Mr. TAPPAN rose, and, in a strain of very 
strong argument, showed that there was no neces- 
sity whatever for any amendment of the bili at all, 
to effect the odject which the gentlemen opposite 
professed to have in view. The bill said nothing 
about Judge Hall, or the lega ily or illegality of his 
proceedings; it simply restored to General Jackson 


to keep in the Trea -ury. Whatever might be the 
motives for such an amendment, there was obvi- 
ously no necessity; and the effect would be to de- 
feat the bill, and deny a simple act of national jus- 
tice. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut took a similar view | 
of the subject. Te facts of the case were few 
and easily understood. Genera! Jackeon’s duty to 
his country required him to dv whathedid. Be- | 
cause he did what circumstances demanded he | 
should do, he had the approbation and gratitude | 
of the whole country. 





Had he neglected to per- | 
form that duty, he would have received universal | 
condemnation. In the pesformance of such a duty, | 
if he suffered a loss, it was unjustly, and the injus- | 
tice would be heightened oy any qualification of the 
restitution. 

The question was then taken by yeas and nays 
on Mr. HenDERSon’s amendment, and decided in | 
the negative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, Clayton, 
Conrad, Crittenden, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Man 
gum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Porter, Preston, Simmons, 
Sprague, White, and Woodbridge—20. 

NAYsS—Meessrs. Allen, Archer, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, Sevier, 
Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Sturgeon, Tappan, | 
Walker, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, Wright | 
~ 22. | 

Tae bill was then reported back to the Senate. | 

Mr. ARCHER spoke for a considerable time | 


, and Young 


a sum of money which it was a national disbunor 





in opposition to the bill. In the course of his re- 
marks, he eulegized General Jackson for his mili- 
tary services, butcondemned his civil policy and 
general conduct, depicting him as a men, in power, 
who disreg2ided both laws and Constiation. He 
thought the five necessarily inflicted in vindication 
of the majesty of the law; and, howev-r willing he 
might be to vote him a munificent donation for his 
military services, he could not vote for this bill, to 
restore him a fine legally imposed. 

Mr. LINN made a few eloquent remarks in an- 
swer to the Senator from Virginia. He conceived 
the Senator bad made a false issue. ‘his was not 
a question of legal right—it was one of simple jus- 
lice. That justice was due to General Jackson; 
and the question was, Would the nation, for whom 
he performed th 
of justice ? 

Mr. BAYARD, after some remarks pointing out 
the necessity which he conceived existed for a dis- 
tinct denial on the part of Congress of any inten- 
lion to express an opinion with regard to the judi- 
cia! proceedings, or the legal question crowing out 
of the declaration of martial law, moved the fol- 
lowing amendment: 

Strike out all after the enacting clau 

“That there be remitted and 


service, render him a simple act 


€, and insert 
refunded to General Andrew 
mey in the Treasury no 


f a tine and 


Jackson, out of ny mM ) otherwise at 
costs imposed upon him 
rict court of the United States for the district of Lou 
Isiana, for an alieged contempt of ce 


propriated, the amount 
by the d 
by tit { 
' murt, Wit interes 
rate of six per centum per annum: Provided 
this act shall not be construed a 


, at the 
aheays, That 
3 an expression of the opinion 
of Congress upon any judicial proceeding or legal question 

; { the declaration of martial law vy General! Jack 
during the defence of New Orleans. 


On this arcendment the yeas and nays were de- 
manded, and ordered. 

The question was then taken, and resulted as 
follow $i 

YEAS—Mess1 Barrow, Pates, Baya 


1, Berrien, Clayton, 
Conrad, Crittenden, Evan 


. Graham, Henderson, Hunt 


Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Porter, Rives, Simmons, 
Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Talimadge, White, aad Wood- 
bridge —23 

NAYS—Mesars. Allen, Archer, Bagby. Benton, Buchanan, 


Calhoun, Crafts, Cuthbert, Fulton, King 
Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Siurgeon, T 
cox, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and Y 


Linn, McR rberts, 
pan, Walker, Wil- 
»)> 


And so the amendment was acopted. 

The question was then taken on ordering the bill 
as amended to be engrossed for a third reading; on 
which 

Mr. TALLMADGE called for the yeas and 
nays; and they weresordered, and resulted as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Barrow, Bayard, Berrien, Clayton, Conrad, 
Evans, Graham, Henderson, Mangum, Merrick, Porter, 
Preston, Rives, Smith of Indiana, S:urgeon, Tallinadge, 
and Woodbridge—17. ’ 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Bagby, Bates, Benton, 
Buchanan, Ca'houn, Crafts, Cuthbert, ton, King, Linn; 
McRoberts. Miller, Morehead, Sevier, Smith of Conne cuicut, 
Tappan, Walker, White, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, and 
Young—24. 

And so the bill was refused to be engrossed, and 
was lost. 

Mr, WHITE moved the Senate to go into ex- 
ecutive session, which was agreed to; and 

he Senate accordingly went into executive ses- 
sion; and, after some time spent therein, ad- 
journed. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuorspay, May 19, 1842. 

Mr. LITTLEFIELD, of Maine, presented the 
petition of Oliver P. Stephens and ten others, of 
Livermore, Maine, for an increase of the tariff; 
which was referred to the Committee on Manu- 
faciures. 

Mr. J. C. CLARK, from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, reported in favor of printing the 
charts of the late survey ot the bay of St. Joseph, 
and the ship inlet in the Mississippi sound. The 
report was agreed to; and the committee was di- 
rected to inquire into the cost of engraving or lith- 
egraphing the same, So as to ascertain the cheapest 
mode. 

Mr. FILLMORE submitted a reso'ution to ter- 
minate debate on the navy appropriation bill on 
Friday, at 1 o’clock, 

Mr. ARNOLD said Friday and Saturday were 
private bill days, and the private calendar had 
searcely had its due attention this session; he 
hoped, therefore, the gentleman frem New York 
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would either fix to day for the termination of the 
debate, or extend it to Monday, so thai the private 
bill days might not be interfered with 

Mr. FILLMORE intimated that he had no wish 
to occupy the time due to the private calendar; 
but he would leave the House to dispose of the 
subject. 

Mr. ARNOLD then moved so to amend the 
resolution, as to fx Monday next for the termina- 
tion of debate. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved the previous question. 

The amendment was agreed to; and the question 
recurred on the resolution as amended; on which 
the ayes and noes were taken, on the motion of 
Mr. STEENROD, as fellows: ayes 87, noes 76. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the House resolve 
itself into a Commitiee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union; which was agreed to, and Mr. Cuir- 
FORD resumed the chair. 

Mr. McKAY resumed the debate on Mr. Meai- 
WETHER’s amendment to the first section of the 
navy appropriation bill; and he was understood, 
amidst much noise and confusion, to take a cur- 
sory view of the legislative enactments making 
provision for the navy, from the year 1801 to the 
present period, specifying the number of «flicers 
and men for whom, at each successive session, 
provision was made, for the purpose of showing 
that the Executive Department had not unlimited 
discretion as to the numberof officers and men 
to be employed, as they were fixed by act of Con- 
gress. This, too, was the course pursued in the 
legislation of Great Britain, where estimates 
were submitted, and those estimates were not 
exceeded. Here the President sent in his state- 
ment of the number of vessels of various classes 
which he deemed it necessary to employ, 
and the complement of officers and men was 
readily acceriained by the settled tabie of the 
department, which fixed the number; and if the 
President exceeded the number, he perpetrated a 
wrong; and the toleration of such an exercise of 
authority was a surrender to the President of an 
undue power over the Treasury of the country. 
That the President had thus exercised or assumed 
an authority which he ought not to possess, the hon- 
orable gentleman was undersiuod to affirm. He 
next proceeded to show that, while Congress had 
given the President authority to employ two frigates 
as part of the home squadron, he had substitated a 
razec; by which a difference was creaied in the 
expendiiures for pay and subsistence of $30,000: 
for the complement of the Independence was six 
hundred and ten, and forty marines—making six 
hundred and fifty; while the complement of the 
frigates was but four hundred and seventy. The 
honorable gentleman illustrated his positions at 
great length, and quoted a large mass of Statistics 
and documents in support of them. 

Was it proper, then, heinquired, that this appro- 
priation should be made? He (Mr. McKay) 
should vote to reduce the appropriation; and he 
should vote, a'so, to reduce the number of vessels 
in commission: for he could see nothing to justify 
the increase which had been made. Was there 
any thing in our fereign relations to justify i? 
He thought not. 

He next alluded to the recommendation of the 
Secretary of the Navy to increase our navy up to 
one-half the number in the service of Great Brit- 
ain. Did the committee know of what the navy 
of Great Britain consisted? She had five bandred 
and seventy-eight vesse!s of all descriptions, mount- 
ing eighteen thousand guns, at an expenditure ex- 
ceeding five million pounds sterling. Tae honora- 
ble gentieman gave minute details on this subject, 
and also of the relative cost of guns in Great Brit- 
ain and America. 

In reference to a remark made in the course of 
the debate by a gentleman from Massachusetts, 
‘Mr. Cusnina,] that the home squadron would give 
aclive service to Officers on shore waiting orders, 
(and on this branch of the subject he thouxht Con- 
gress was practised upon at the extra session, when 
they were induced to believe that the home squad- 
ron would not increase the number of officers,) he 
said, in the year 184] there were 190 officers on 
shore waiting orders; and in 1842, the home squadron 
having beer called into the service of the country 
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for the employment of these officers, there were 230, 
for whom appropriations must be made. He then 
entered into a comparison of the navies of Great 
Britain and of America, and of the expenditures 
for officers waiting orders or on half-pay; pointed 
out how they were distributed, and on what sta- 
tions, with the number of guns employed on each; 
and contrasied the policy of the present with late 
Adminisirations,—the one being to accumulate 
materials, and vessels on stccks ready to launch 
in case of necessity; while the policy of the present 
Administration was to put the vessels afloat. 

Again: he deemed it unnecessary to keep the 
war complement on the vessels afloat in time of 
peace. He showed, by details, the course pursued 
by Great Britain in this respect. And, amongsta 
number of illustrations, he stated, that while the 
war complement of the Royal Adelaide was 800, 
she had on board actually but 200 

He deemed the naval force of 1840 sufficient for 
this country, and to that he was desirous to return; 
and for this reason he should support the amend- 
ment. And, besides, the appropriation for the home 
sqnadron was for the pay and subsistence of those 
vessels for one year; whereas some of them had not 
been put into comeussion before the present year. 
If, however, further appropriations should be re- 
quired for the home squadron, he had no doubt that 
Congress wuld make a suflicient provision when 
the necessily arose. 

The honorable gentleman spoke at great length, 
and gave details (which we have not ventured to 
report, in the hurried manner in which our meagre 
analysis is necessarily written) of exceeding value; 
the whole of which, with the commentaries thereon, 
may be published hercatter, in a complete report of 
the honorable gentleman’s speech. 

The committee then called for the “question;” 
and it was moved and ordered that tellers should be 
appointed. Mr. W. Borrer and Mr. A. V. 
Brown were the tellers; and they reported 72 in 
the affirmative, and 53 in the negative; whereby 
the reduction of the appropriation was agreed to. 

Mr. TRIPLETT then offered the following 
amendment: 


“Provided, That no part of the sum hereby appropriated shall 


be applied to the pay and emoluments of any officer who has 
been, or may herealier be, suspended from service during the 
term of such suspension, or who shall have rendered no service 
for the period of five years, unless such absence trom service 


shall have been caused by sickness, or wounds received in the 
service of the United States. 

Mr. T. said he desired the sentence of a court- 
martial suspending an officer from the service to 
operate as a punishmen', as was intended. At 
present, however, when an officer was suspended 
from the service, it was any thing else but a pun- 
ishment. It gave him a recreation—relieved him 
from duty, without taking away any of his emolu- 
ments. In one case, the President had overruled 
the decision of the court-martial, taking away the 
officer’s pay, and allowed it to him. The latter 
part of his amendment contemplated action in re- 
lation to those officers who had been five years 
rendering no service whatever to the country, but 
living as pensioners upon its bounty. As he was 
a practical man, and willing to take what he could 
get, he left it discretionary with the Executive to 
permit any officer to remain five years unemployed, 
though he shou‘d prefer a shorter limit. 


After some conversation between Messrs. C. 
BROWN, McKEON, and FRIPLETT, as to the 
effect of the amendment, 


Mr. CUSHING obtained the floor. Without 
pronouncing the amendment to be exactly in or- 
der, he would state the objections which he had to 
its adoption. The first was, that it repealed the 
Jaw in relation to the jurisdiction of courts-martial, 
and had the effect of saying they must, whenever 
an officer was found guilty of any dereliction of duty, 
notonly suspend him from the service, but also 
deprive him of his pay. It was, in fact, equiva- 
lent to having a law that no court'martial should 
have power to graduate the punishment due 
to offences committed by officers of the na- 
vy- A court-martial might dismiss a man, or 
suspend him; it might suspend him with or 
without a reprimand—with or without pay. If 
he understood the amendment, it took away this 
discretion, and provided that a court-martial, 
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though it might deem suspension disgrace enough, 
must add the further punishment of taking away 
the officer’s pay. He had another objection to the 
amendment. At present, the President had power 
to revise the sentence of a court-martial, and to 
confirm or reverse it. This amendment repealed 
the pardoning power of the President; and, he 
thought, we had no power whatever to repeal this 
power, which was given him by the Consutution. 
These were his objections to the amendmentin sub- 
stanec: he further objected tu it, that it was not in 
order. 

The CHAIR decided the amendment to be in or- 
der. 

Mr. PROFFIT took an appeal from the decis- 
ion of the Chanr. 

The CHAIR said there were two rules of the 
House, which it might be supposed sanctioned the 
opinion that this amendment was not in order. The 
50ih rule proviled that no motion or proposition d f- 
fering from the subject under discussion shouid be 
received. It was plain that this ru'e did not apply, 
inasmuch as the amendment did uot differ in char- 
acter from the bill before the committee. The 76:h 
rule provided that no appropriation should be made 
for any expenditure not authorized by an existing 
law. If this amendment appropriated money not 
authorized by law, it would not be in order. But 
it did not: it simply proposed a proviso or limita- 
tion to an appropriation. 

Mr. MALLORY suggested that it was not in or- 
der to propuse an amendment which repealed an 
existing law. Atpresent, the President had the 
pardoning power, which this amendment proposed 
to take away from him. 

Upon taking the question, the decision of the 
Chair was sustained by the committee. 

Mr. McKEON said he had serious objections to 
the adoption of this amendment. It interfered 
with the pardoning power of the President, and was 
therefore, ia that respect, wrong. He knew the 
objects desired to be attained by it were desirable ; 
yet this was not the way in which they were tv be 
accomplished. 

It frequently bappened that the court-martial 
declared an officer guilty, and yet refused to sus- 
pend him without pay. Must Congress say they 
are always to be starved for offences not deemed 
grave enough to require dimission from the ser- 
vice? Could they go into other employment? The 
President, he thought, should have the power to 
remit the sentence, and restore officers to their com- 
missions. On men who had no means of support 
but their pay, the operation of this amendment 
would be peculiarly hard in such cases. He was 
aware that many plausible reasons had been sug- 
gested for the adoption of this amendment ; yet he 
put it to gentlemen to say whether an appropria- 
tion bill should assert that the Presiden: shonld not 
have power to remit a sentence passed by a court- 
martial. 

The latter part of the amendment applied to the 
sick and wounded, and excepted them from its op- 
eration. Were there not others who were equally 
entitled to exemption?) There were many superan- 
nuated officers entitled to the consideration cf the 
Government. Suppose a man had fought the bat- 
les of his country, and been in service for a long 
series of years, and does not become sick or wound- 
ed, but merely disabled by age: would he be less 
entitled to protection on that account? There were 
many men who had served through the last war, 
and done good service to their country; and he was 
opposed to any provision which would exclude 
them, in their old age, from its bounty. For these 
reasons, he should vote against the amendment. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD approved of the first part 
of the amendment, but not the last; and said he 
should ask for a division of the question, or, before 
he sat down, move to strike out the latter portion. 
Ho objected to it, because it excluded superannua- 
ted individuals, for which class of public servants 
he felt the warmest sympathies. After they had 
worn out their lives in the service of the country, 
he thought it wrong to turn them out upon the 
world or upon charity. 

He should cheerfully vote for the first clause of 
the amendment, because he believed it to be called 
for by the wants of the service, It had been met 





‘ and aciuated by motives of pelf alone. 








with a constitutional objection. Inasmuch as he 
had himself been accused of meddling too much 
wiih constitutional questions, he was glad this one 
came {rom the other side of the House. Was this 
objection a difficulty With the House at this time? 
He thought not. It was said the amendment de- 
prived the President of the pardoning power. 
How? Suppose the House refused to permit pun- 
i-hment; the President would have nothing to par- 
don. Suppose the Jaw giving a man thirty-nine 
lash«s was altered, and the number of lashes fixed 
at twenty: would this be taking away the pardon- 
ing power from the President? Suppose you im- 
posed a novel panishment acting upon the senti- 
ments of the man; or a mulect; or imprisonment; 
or all three of these united. If one of these three 
punishments were taken away, would it not be 
strange to say tha! it took away the power of the 
President to pardon? Suppose all were abolished 
but the imprisonment: would it not leave the pow- 
erof pardon to the President? Thus, he argued, 
to take away the half-pay allowed during an offi- 
cer’s suspension, woul! not be taking away the 
President’s power to pardon. 

If men were deprived of their command and 
suspended from the service, he thought they should 
also be deprived of their pay. He cited the case 
of Commodore Elliott, who was suspended for 
four years, and yet received full pay during the 
whole period. Gentlemen said the moral degra- 
dation of suspension was sufficient punishment, 
without loss of pay in addition. It was also said 
that its effect would be to drive men from the navy 
to other avocations; that cfiicers wouid have 
the alternative presented to them, of quitting the 
service altogether, or of submitting to great per- 
sonal deprivation. He was in favor of presenting 
them this alternative, if they would degrade them- 
selves whilst in the navy. He would have this 
held up to them asa stimulus to the exertions of 
the officers whilst on duty. They would then see 
the consequences of conviction by a court-martial, 
end would beceme convinced, practically, that un- 
der its sentence they must either quit the service 
or hold on without pay. To his mind, the fact 
that an officer retained his place in the navy, 
and drew pay during suspension from its service, 
was conclusive evidence that he was unworthy, 
He wished 
to get clear of all such officers, and, therefore, 
hoped the amendment would prevail. 

Mr. FILLMORE expressed himself in favor of 
the object of the amendment; but as he understood 
its effects, it would only deprive the officers under 
suspension from any benefit they might receive 
from the present appropriation bill, but would not 
bar their claims hereafter. He did not think that 
officers under the sentence of suspension from a 
court-martial, and cfficers who had been f.ve years 
without rendering any service, should receive pay; 
yet this amendment only said that they should not 
be paid out of the apprepriations in the present 
bill. The Government was not thereby discharged 
from its obligation to pay them. He stould, there- 
fore, vote against the amendment in its present 
form, whilst he was in favor of it as a standing 
law. 

Mr. PROFFIT said he was always disposed to 
treat every gentleman with proper respect in that 
hal). He had taken an appeal from the decision 
of the Chair, a few moments since, because he be 
lieved it to be his duty. The Ciair had no doubt 
decided properly. He was aware that decisions 
were generally made to suit parties, and sustained 
accordingly. Yet he hoped we should not be en- 
gaged in making new laws, under the color of 
amendments to the appropriation bill. Some gentle- 
men seemed to be legislating as if President Tyler was 
the only President who would ever be in the United 
States. He sincerely hoped that gentlemen would 
not let their hostility to him induce them to make 
astab at the navy. We should, he hoped, have 


other Presidents—many other good and great men; 
and he begged gentlemen not to unite together to 
break down the Constitution and laws because of 
their hostility to the President. 

Mr. P. commented on the remarks of the gentle- 
man from Kentucky [Mr. UnpEerwoop] in rela- 
tion to the officers of the navy who had been sus- 
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pended. Was it right, he asked, to call them 
malefactors and condemned criminals, because, per- 
haps, they might be guilty of some small breach of 
discipline, involving no moral turpitude? The gal- 
lant Porter was found guilty and suspended from 
the service, and yet he ventured to assert that 99 
out of 100 of the American people sustained him 
in the act for which he was suspended. Men who 
were the pride of the navy often commitied small 
offences and had to be suspended for afew montis; 
yet they were termed malefactors. Mr. P. cited 
numerovs instances to show the hardship of de- 
priving an officer of his pay for trifling offences. 

The House had heard much about the lounging 
propensities of the oflicers, and their fondness for 
spending their time at the hotels, and in parading 
the avenue. This charge, he thought, came with 
an ill grace from members of this House, whea 
there were so many always lounging about the city 
and elsewhere. At the last division there were but 
125 members present. Where were the remain- 
der, if they were not lounging? Yet these mem- 
bers of Congress taiked of an officer if he came to 
spend a few days with his fainily! When the gen- 
tleman from Now Carolina [Mr. McKay] was 
making his able and eloquent specch this morning, 
where were all the members of the House? Sup 
pose the people had come into the galleries and 
seen these empty seats, would they not have in- 
ouired where were their Representatives? 

Let us (said Mr. P.) correct the errors and 
abuses in the navy, which the officers theinselves 
desire as much as anybody; but not term them 
malefactors, and regard them as condemned crimi- 
nals, whenever they are found guilty of violating 
the strict rules of the service. Upon the authority 
of a British officer, he declared that there was not 
in the world a navy whose officers stocd so high as 
ours, and who, {rom midshipmea upward, pre- 
served such high-toned, gentlemanly, and chival- 
rous feeling. 

Mr. FERRIS commented upon the unlimited 
powers of couris-martial in the punishment of offi- 
cers violating the rules laid down tor the govern- 
ment of the navy. When an officer was arraigned 
before the court-msrtial, whether the charges 
against him be grave or not, the court was ek thed 
with the discretionary power of punishing him as it 
saw fit, This was a power which mizht be much 
abused. In the ordinary tribunals of justice in the 
country, each offence is defined by law; and the dis- 
cretion of the judge in punishing is limited, accord- 
ing to the character of ihe offence. Yet a gallant 
officer of the navy was, ai any time, exposed to 
the arbitrary discretion of a court-martial. He 
might be dismissed after thirty years’ service; and 
that, too, for the most trifling cffence, or because 
bis manners might not be popniar; or, perhaps, on 
account of personal and political hostility. 

Were the naval code similar to the criminal code 
elsewhere, he should be willing to limit the discre- 
tion of the Executive as to the power of revising 
the decisions of courts-martial. But whilst it was 
in the power of a malicious court-martial to de- 
prive a meritorious and gallant officer of his place 
in the navy, he cculd not consent to abridge the 
power of the Presijent to revise and correct its de- 
cisions. 

The effect of depriving a suspended officer of 
his pay, would be to punish all offences wi-h dis- 
mission. There were many who were poor and 
depended on their pay. Without that, they must 
leave the service or starve. No Ciscrimination 
would exist between high and low cfficers; and the 
consequence would be, that none but the rich could 
stand suspension. Another circumstance, too, he 
would mention in palliation of suspension. It was 
ofien resorted to, merely to preserve the necessary 
discipline in the navy, when, in fact, no divgrace 
and no moral turpitude attached to the cfficer sus- 
pended. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL next addressed the 
committee against the adoption of the amendment. 
He cited the case of an officer who might be con- 
victed by a naval court-martial held in another 
quarter of the globe, and commented upon the 
hardship to which he would be subjected by being 
deprived of his pay, and left without the means of 
returning home, and with no way of maintaining 





himself in a foreign couniry. He then adduced in- 
stances from ancient and modern history—the case 
of the Roman Dictator’s son, who vanquished the 
Acqui and the Volsci, by violating the rules of the 
army, and who was put to death by his own father, 
in obedience to military law—the case of Admiral 
Nelson at Copenhagen, when fighting the batiles 
of England—the case of General Jackson (to 
which Mir. I. referred in eloquent terms) at New 
Orleans, when he resisted the mandate of a 
judge, and was fined, though the whole couniry 
pronounced him right; these and others he related, 
for the purpose of showing bow often military men 
were placed in siiuations where they had to violate 
martial law, without amy guilt, and often wiih 
manifest advantage to their country. He also ad- 
vocated the policy of supervising the decisions of 
courts-martial, which were not composed of techni- 
cal men, and whick might often commit injastice. 
One great element in the superiority of Arthur Wel- 
lesley, (now Duke of Wellington,) as a geveral, con- 
sisted of his skill in revising and correciing the de. 
cisions of courts-martial; for evidence of which 
fact, Mr. I. referred to Napier’s History of the Pen- 
insular War. He concluded that to adopt this 
amendment would coutribute greatly to the decline 
of the service, and its reduction from order into 
chaos. 

Mr. HABERSHAM advocated similar views. 
He thougut the effect of the amendment would be, 
that, in a great majority of cases, courts-martial, 
in consequence of the severity of the punishment, 
would not penish at all. Nor would this appro- 
priation deprive officers suspended of their pay. 
Tae Government would have to pay them here- 
after. 

3y the practice adopted in the navy, the Seere- 
tary could order officers in the service, or not, as he 
pleased. The latter portion of the amendment, 
therefore—ihat portion which forbids an cflicer 
from receiving pay who has been out of employ- 
ment for five years—placed it in his power, by re- 
fusing to order them into the service, to deprive 
them of all pay. Moreover, the five years statute 
of Jimiaticn wonld be inefficient im another re- 
spect. When av officer had been out four years 
or more, the Secretary might cal! him into service 
for a short time, and thus relieve him of the effect 
of the limitation, 

Nir. WISE submitted it to the gentleman from 
Kentucky [Mr. TripLett] to say whether this was 
jast legislation or net. Was it legislation or adju- 
dieatiou? The navy had judicial tribunals, but 
without the President’s power over them. What 
did the amendment propose? It assumed the pow- 
er 'o say to ihe President, we (the court-martial!) 
should do as the House directed. 

He presumed the case of Com. Elliott was the 
priucipal reason for the introduction of this amend- 
ment. 

Mr. TRIPLETT. Thatcase and one other. 

Mr. WISE. Then its operation would be ex post 
facto. Ejlioitt had been tried and sentenced—his 
punishment awarded, and his sentence mitigated by 
ihe President. This amendment weuld deprive 
him of his pay, and increase his punishment, and 
is, therefure, ex post facto. 

here might be cases where an officer should be 
suspended with pay, and some where he should be 
suspended without. Was there not a bill on the 
table to regulate all their proceedings, by which a 
board was to be constituted to 


say whatshould be 
considered as offences, and what punishment 
should be inflicted? 


Was not that the proper bi!l 
for this amendment, instead of an appropriation 
bill? 

After some further remarks upon the ex post fac- 
fo nature of the amendment, Mr. W. said that, 
after the vote which had been taken on the mo:ion 
to reduce the amount of appropriation for those 
who were now in the service, he had little hope of 
having any views which he might entertain to- 
wards the navy adopted. If the House determined 
to ext off the pay of those men who were in the 
service, it would not be inconsistent in refusing to 
pay those who had been suspended. Two hun- 
dred officers and two thousand men had been add- 
ed, and yet the committee refused to appropriate 














any further pay and subsistence. 
tiful Jegislation indeed ! 

Mr. CARUTHERS addressed the committee at 
some length in support of the amendment. It bad 
been argued, he said, that this was an awkwar! 
kind of legislation; but by necessity, they were 
obliged to resort to legislation of this sort, for 
the reason that they could not get atit in any other 
way. 

Mr. WISE said that a bill had been reported, 
and was on the table, to regulate couris-martial, 
and define offences and punishments in the navy. 

Mr. CARUTHERS. We have, it 1s true, such 
a bill, and it has been referred to a committee; but 
when will the committee report on i? There was 
a strong necessity for the adoption of this rule, and 
it was better to engrait it in the present bill, than 
run the chance of losing it altogether, by waiting 
for the action of the House on another bill. 

Mr. WISE. Does my triend f:om Tennessee 
propose—or wil) he, or wi!l any practical man in 
this House, propose—that we should go into a re- 
form of courts-martial, or into a definition of 
crimes and punishments in the navy?) He would 
tell the gentleman that this was one of the least 
important subjects in which reform should be in- 
trodvced in the navy. If they could go imto this 
subject, he could offer amendment alter amend- 
ment of far more importance. 

Mr. CARUTHERS said it the gentleman could 
show that there were other roles and regulations 
that were necessary, and offer them in an amend- 
ment, he would vote for it. The question, how- 
ever, was, how far they could go in this amend- 
ment. We judge of the urgency and necessity of 
the case, and how far it requires a remedy. Whit 
was proposed by the amendment of the gentleman 
from Kentucky? (Mr. @ripcerr.] Why, that here- 
after, when an officer commits an offence, and is 
suspended from service, that suspension shall ope- 
rate as a punishment, and not asa favor. Now, 
when an offtcer is susrended by a court-martial, 
he 1s relieved from all punishment, as well as from 
al! duty. 

Mr. WISE said that the gentleman had misunder- 
stood the amendment, It was retrospeciive, and 
not prospective, in its operations. It was not for 
after offences, bu! for past offences. 

Mr. CARUTHERS said his object was to show 
the necessity of providing for past as well as fu- 
tu:e cases, if there be no constitutional difficulty 
in the way, as argued by the centleman from Mas- 
sachusetts. If no such impediment existed, there 
was a erying necessity for passing this amendment. 
What was the punishment of an officer now, when 
suspended by the sentence of a cvurt-martial? 
None whatever. You give him pay for being out 
of service—relieve him from ali duty—from the 
dangers of the sea—ihe maladies of different cll- 
matez—and the iron storm of battle, (to use the 
language of the gentleman from Indiana.) But 
the gentleman from Mas:achusetis said that the 
adoption of this amendment would be an infringe- 
ment of the rulesand regulations of the Blue 
Book. Now, Mr. Upsher himself said that he 
looked upon the rnles and regulations cf the Blue 
Book as having ceased to be of autho y. 

Mr. CUSHING. We are quoting not from the 
Blue Book, but from the acts of Congress; and the 
amendment goes 1o the repeal of an existing act, 
which gives the President the pardoning power. It 
also requires that, when the sentence of a court- 
mar.ial extends to suspension only, it shall extend 
to deprivation of pay. 

Mr. CARUTHERS. We do not say that courts- 
martial shall do this act. We do it ourselves. 
We say that an offence which is panished by sus- 
pension from service, shall also be punished by 
suspension from pay. This was 'he law-making 
power. From this point every rule and regulation 
must emanate for the government of the navy, 
the army, and the private citizen. If this rule or 
regulation was a law of the land, Congress had the 
power to repeal it; and they must exercise their 
discretion whether to repeal itor not. The point 
of order raised was, that in an appropriation bill 
they could not repeal an existing Jaw; but this 
point had been overruled again and again. Mr. 
C. then went into a refutation of the argument of 


This was beau- 
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achusetts, [Mr. Cosnina] 
thal the amendment was ubconstitutional, because 
its effect would be to take away from the Pres- 


ident the loning power. 

Mr. CUSHING seid he did not think that the 
reniem: uuderstood that point of his argumen?, 
a! ib fore, with n pern ission, explain 
it. ir. (he punishment which a courte 
Martial i ict tS suspension from service, 
and t i add d vation of nay. Now, 

ipp martial t an oflicer, and sete 
tene suypension and deprivation of pay, 
aud the Py eut approves of the first part of the 
entencs ie s the latter, He m‘ght think 


the deprivation of pay was greater punishment 
than the offence deserves, and remits that portion 
of the sentence, Now, if the act of Congress 

ieclares that suspension from service 
hall be attended by deprivation of pay, you de- 
prive the President of his power to pardon. 

Mr. CAROTHERS thought he understood the 
gentteman. The Jaw now was, that a court-mar- 
lia! might suspend an officer from service, and 
might al-o deprive him of pay. Whilst thatlaw 

\ » the President had the power to remit 
both. Bat suppose, the court-martial did not sus- 
pend the officer’s pay: would the amendment then 


have the eflect to interfere with the pardoning 
power? But Mr. C. denied that the amendment 
would interfere with the power in any way. 


Had not Congress the right to say that there should 
be no suche yunishment inflicted by courts-martial 
as suspension from pay, but that that punishment 
should be inflicted by Congress itself? Weuld not 
Congress have the power to say that for certain 
offences the punishment should be suspension from 
pay? 

After replying to the 
that the amendme 


argument of Wisk, 
nt would operate as an ex post 

1olicing the disproportionate num- 
in the service to the duties to be per- 


Jaclo ‘aw, ane 
r of « fhicer: 


termed, Mr. C. said that the whole system required 
reform, and + would cheerfully lend his assistance 
io effectit. He wouid go for appropriations to a 
re extent, but no further. We had ships 


enovgh now to protect our commerce; and as we 
did not desire to plant colonies, make foreign con- 
quests, nor engage in war, he saw no sailicient rea 
son for increasing the number. 


Mr. SALTONSTALL opposed the amendment, 
on the ground that ii went to change existing laws 
in an appropiiation bill. A subject of this impor- 
tance required, in his opinion, more consideration 
than could be given to it in a bill of this nature. 
Mr. S. spoke of the injurious effecis which, he said, 
the adopiion of the amendment would have on the 
discipline of the navy. Another reason against its 
adop'zon was, that there was already a bill on the 

le provid we tor all the necessary rules and re- 
gulations | > government of the navy. 

Mr. W ARREN supported the amendment as 
calculated to produce a wholesome reform in the 
naval service. His attention had been called to 
the abuses it went to remedy, by a notice that he 
awin the Madisonian, of the case of a Li ay a 
Jams, who was tried and convicted by 








At 


martial, and sentenced to bs 


cout 
) {- 


dismissed ins Servic 


for drunkenness on duty, and other offences not men- 
tioned. Tne President, not considering the charge 
of drunkenness as proved, believed the sentence to 
be too severe, and mitigated it by ordering a sus- 
pension from service for two years;and in this 
way he is to reeeive his full pay. Now, he would 
ask, if this Waesany punishment for the offence of 
which he had been found guilty? But it was said 


of the amendment would be 
To this he answered, that 


loption 


an ex pi st | facto law. 


the off had been tried and convicted by a court- 
martin!; and al! Congress would do would be to 
say that the man who has been sentenced to 


retire fro rvice shall not be paid for doing 


I ng. Ia hove case, ke contended that the 
efficers who comp qd ihe court were better judges 
of the offer committed than the President, be- 


cause they pie 


+} ’ tr 
Was toe one Wi 


the testimony. This very case 
ch called his attention to the abuse, 
and showed bim the imperious necessity of correct- 
ing the evil: by legislation. He believed that it 


was necessary for the interest and purity of the 
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bavy; for t:2 could not see any jnstice in giving 
men full pay whic under sentence, while other 
who had committed no offence, were under haif 
pay. Mr. ¥W. here offered an amendment to the 
amendment, providing that no officer who is under 
senterc? of suspension by a couri-mariial, or un- 
dere miticated sen‘ene he President, shail re- 
ceive the pay and emeluments of | 

Tie CHAIR sad that ihe amendment was not 
in order, as ihere already was an amendment to 
ihe amendment pending, offered by the eentieman 
rom Kenteucicy on his mght, (Mr. Unperw cb. | 

Afier some remavks from Mr. ADAMS, in op- 
position to ‘he amendment, 

On motien of Mr. ARNOLD, the committee rose, 

And the House adjourned. 


, 


IN SENATE, 
Frinay, May 20, 1842. 
The bill to — the issue of a patent for the 
— section of land selected by the inhabitant 

f Lake cou I}linois, for their county seat, was 
ain up, re ad a third lime, and passed. 

Mr. WHITE said there wasa bill (No. 246) 
for ihe relief of Benjamin Franklin, an old veteran 
seaman, which he wished very much the Senate 
would consent to take up and pass, without delay, 
as ‘he old man had a large family to whica he was 
anx ous to reiurn. 

‘Phe bill was taken up, read a third time, and 

assed. 

Mr. MANGUM, in pursuance of notice given a 
day or two since, asked and obteined leave to in- 
troduce a bill to regulate the appointment and pay 
of engineers in the navy of the Uni'ed States. 

The biil war read twice, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Nava! Affairs. 

Mr. McROBERTS gave notice that he would 
to-morrow ask leave to introduce a bill to amend 
an act entitled “An act to authorize the President 
of the United S:ates to employ the army and navy 
of the United States in the suppression of insurrc- 
tion in the eee Sates.” 

Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to which was re! erred a bill for the relief 

f Henry Gard ner, and others, reported back the 
same withont amendment. 

Mr. MANGUM moved the Senate to proceed to 
the consideration of excutive business. 

Some dissent being expressed, a ee was 
called for; when there appeared to be 22 ayes, and 
the noes were not counted. 

So the Senate went into executive session; and, 
after several hours spent therein, adjourned over 
till Me nday. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fripay, May 20, 1842. 

Mr. DODGE of Wisconsin presented the me- 
morial of the president and trustees ef the village 
of Sontbn« ae in the Territory of 
Lng Cc ss forana 


Visconsin, ask- 
ppropriation for a harbor and 
ligh ae use at that place; which was referred to the 
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Commit'e on 1 Commerce. 
Mr, EWH LRD presented the petition of ea 
cob Sbercr, of he iowaship of Sou th Whitehall, ir 


the county of Lehigh, and Siate of a oetemas. 
stating th 1 March last the wife cf 

was delivered of three boys at one birth, all 
whom are pow living; that his family now consist 
of eight children; that he is poor, &¢. Therefore, 
he prays gress to bestow upor him such a io- 
nation, in Janc’s or money, as they may think him, 
under the peculiar circumstances of the case, en- 
titled to. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Connecticut, from the 
Committee cn Commerce, reported a bill to au- 
thorize the collector of Fairfield to reside either at 
Fairfield : Bridgeport; which was read three mes, 
and passed 

Mr. PENDLETON submitted a resolution, call- 
ing upon t.2 Sceretary of the Navy to furnish to 
the House a copy of a letter addressed to the Hon. 
M. Fittmore, from the Board of Navy Commis- 
sieners, relative to the construction of a steamship 
for the lakes, and the engine for the same; and all 
correspondence relative thereto: also, whether bids 
had been invited for the building of the said 


the petitioner 


ee 
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steamer, and 
thereto. 

Mr. CUSHING objected to its reception. 

Mr. PE NDLETON asked for a suspension of 
the rules ; and, afier a few words fiom Mr. SMITH 
of Virginia, he vole was taken, and less than a 
quorum vot: d—(the storm which wes raging hay- 
ing deiayed the arrival of members.) 

fiir. MATHIOT asked for a cail of the House; 
whied Was assented to. 

Tne Clerk called the roll, and 
answered to their names. 

Mr. ARNOLD moved that all further proceed- 
ings vader the call be dispensed with; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. PENDLETON expressed a wish to be per- 
mitied to say a word or two in explanation of his 
resolution. 

Mr. CUSHING 
bate. 

The question the 
pend the rules; on which 
Pe NDLE TON called for 
wer oY 
106, n¢ 46. 

So the rules were suspended. 

Mr. PENDLETON then entered into a brief ex- 
planation, which was very indistinetly heard. He 
was however, und rstood to say that, at the extra 
session, an order was given for the construction of 

steamer the lakes, and that proposals should 
be invite a for the same by public advertisement. 
He had been desired to put in proposals on behalf 
of some of his constituents; and other citizens 
were ready to do the same thing: but, on inquiring 
in the proper quarter when the advertisement would 
appear, he was in formed thatit had been dispensed 
with, and that contracts had been privately entered 
into. He deemed this a matter which required 
some inquiry, aad hence he had submitted his res- 
on which he moved the previous ques- 


copy of instructions in relation 


i36 gentlemen 


said he should object to all de- 


n recurred on the motion tos1s- 
the ayes and noes 
dered, and resulted as tollows—ayes 





olution; | 
tion. 

The previous ques stion was sustained by the 
House; and the resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he fel it to be his duty to 
move that the House co into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, for the purpose of 
cchtinuing the consideration of the navy appropria- 
tion bill; but, if the House should think otherwise, 
he would inquire whether r, if ihe private calendar 
wastaken up, this was the day on which private 
bills were debatable. 

The SPEAKER answered in the affirmative. 

Mr. FILLMORE then said lie should submit his 
motion to go into comutitiee on the appropriation 
bill, and leave it for the decision of the House. 

Mr. COWEN said it wasa matter of weighty 
consideration whether the private bills should only 
be considered on those days on which no debate 
was allowed, as it put it in the power ofany individ- 
ual caption ly 10 0 pt itary bill aside. He hoped 
the House wonld proceed to the o rde rs of the day. 

Nir. ARNOLD remarked that, unless they took 
up the private calendar soon, they had better post- 
pone it altogether. 

The St DEAK £R requested permission to pre- 
sent to the Howse a letier fiom Messrs. Lawrence 
and Stone, of Boston, in relation to what they 
consider a reflection on their conduct, in the recent 
debate on the subject of the Boston custom-house. 
Aud also a letter from Mir. Poin’exter, soliciting 
the appointment of a select commitiee to inquire 

into the fairness with which, in his report, he had 
analyzed the evidence in relation to the New York 
custom-house. 

On the questicn to lay this latter document on 
the table, and that it be printed, 

Mr. BOW NE moved to lay that motion on the 
aoe. 

After a brief discus<ion between Messrs. J. Q. 
ADAI iS, SALTONSTALL, the SPEAKER, 
BOWNE, ROOSEVELT, CUSHING, MOORE, 
G. DAVIS, and HOWARD, the motion to lay on 
the table was carried—ayes 105, noes 59. 

The House then (ayes 80, noes 65) resolved it- 





self into Committee of tae Whole onthe state of 
the Union. 

Mr. ARNOLD, who was entitled to the floor, 
object in desiring to obtain 


observed that his sole 
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it snail evening, was for —_ » purpc se of geiling 
at the private calendar to-da By leaving the 
House under the impression that he would bore 
them with a long speech, and, perhaps, an unin- 
teresting one, if they took up'he naval appropria- 
tion bill, he expect ed they would be induced to give 
the preference to private bils. His ruse having 
been deteated, he would yield the floor to any gen- 
tleman who wished to continue the debate. 

Mr. TRIPLET then obtained the iloor. He 
assured the comumitiee, and his friend from Ten- 
nessee, that he did not int id to inflict on them a 
long speech. He would not make a speech a! all, 
were it not for the obligation he felt himself under 
to answer some of the objeciions that had been 
made to his amendment. ‘Phe first objection was, 
that the reform it cont.mplated would more appro- 
piiately come in under the bill for the reorgan- 
ization of the navy; and that in an appropria- 
tion bill a principle ought not to be engrattd 
which would, in effect, repeal existing statutes, 
He acknowledged that the principle contained 
his amendment would, with much more propriety, 
come in that general bill. Bvt he did not believe 
that that bill would be reached during this session; 
and he saw no other way of obtaining the object 
he had in view, but through an amendment to the 
one that was now pending. It was not his fault 
that, from the constiiution of the House, it was 
incapacitated from doivg all the business thet 
was brouevht before it; and ther in the cir- 
cumstances in which he was placed, he thought it 
his duty to do all the goed in bis power, and en- 
deavor to save as much money as possible to the 
public, that was now idly and use expended, 
The next objection was, that the amendment would 
operate as an ex post faclo law. This objection, 
which had been rai: d by the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, (Mr. Wiser,| was, he acknowledged, a plau- 
sible one; and it surack his mind with still more 
force, when it was brought forward by the gentie- 
man from Massachusetts, [Mr. Cusnina] He 
would truly say, that if he viewed it in that light— 
if he believed it to Qe either in its letter or spirit 
an ex post facto law, he would at once withdraw the 
amendment. Bat, a an atlentive consideration 
of the arguments that the genilemen | 
he was satisfied that they took an erroneous view 
of the subj ct. What was an ex post facto law? 
It was a law which prescribed a panishment to 
a crime after it had been commitied, or that adied 
to the punishment already inflicted. Now, could 
the amendment offered be considered as vimi!ar 
to either of these cases? Take, for insiance, ~ 
case cited yesterday. Tre jude: nent of the cour 
had already been pronouneed, iha the Officer 
should, for the offence he had committed, oe sen- 
tenced to suspension {rom service for two years, 
and to suspension from pay fur the same period. 
The President, upon reviewing the decision, remits 
that portion of the penalty which suspends 
fortwo years. W ~ then, would be the effe 
of the amendment in this care? Why, it did no 
more than what Corgress had a righi to do at any 
time, whether an officer bas been tried by court- 
mariial or not. If Congress has the rizht to fix 
the pay of officers in service, - certainty has the 
right to say that those who are cul of service (no 
matter for what cau-e) shall receive no pay. But 
he was told that the amendment inierfered wih 
the 40ih clanse of the rules for the regulation and 
government of the navy. He proposed to amen 
that clause. It was adopted by one Congress, by 
the vote of asmall majority; and therefore a sub- 
sequent Congress had the unquestionable right to 
amend or repeal it. 


(Mr. Saunpers asked if the amendment would 
not affect all the officers in service. } 

In reply to the gentleman fom North Carolina 
he would say that it would affect all officers unde t 
sentence. His amendment was placed on the 
ground, that when a min ceased to render service 
to the country, from ihat time—no matter what 
might be the cause, other than wounds or sickness— 
he should cease to receive pay. The Constitution 
provided that (except the President of the United 
States and the judiciary, whose pay was fixed, and 
could not be increased or diminished during their 
continuance in office,) Congress could establish 
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and alter the pay of every cflicer of the Govern- 
ment, 

In reply toa question 
the reporter could not hear, 


n from Mr. McK EON, which 


Mr. TRIPLETY 
ec uld not be 
powell toma 
dcring any 
uspending 


said that, if this 
‘Lenten. couris-marial woul 
ce men pensioners tor lite, without ren- 
service to the Government, by simply 
them from service tor life, wiih 
pending teir vee In this way, cou 
could supe > the legislation of Cor 


Wi ih j remaining p 


regard to the portion of the 


amerdment 
{ have the 
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amendment, it pre vided that no officer should re- 
Celve pay who had been out oi service for five 
yess s. It might be asked why he had fixed on 
that period of time. To this he wou'd reply, that 
be was governed by two considerations: the first 


was, that he did not believe that he couid get his 
amendment passed, if he had made 

and, secondly, he was willing that the Executive 
should have itin his power to lor five 
years old and meritorious officers, who had 
dered signal service to the country. 
Congress had allotted that 
pensions «f ¢flicers who had served in the Revolu- 
tion; and he thougat it would be sufficient for the 
merito:ious Cflicers in the navy to place thém on 
the same footing, 

In answer to a resolution of the 
retary of the Navy had furnished them with a list 
of the oflicers who had ceased to render service for 
five years; and, in a!l that long itst, there was bul 
one for whose absence from service Secretary 
could find any cause. There was one oficer for 
whose absence there was ample cause, but he was 
sullin employment. John J. Young had lost both 
of his legs in the service in the year 182) lt 


the time shorter; 


pension 


ren- 


period of time for the 


Wouse, the See- 








OsJ,« i this 
was sufficient why he should be permitted to retire 
from the service on full pay; but, unt] 1840, he 
was employed as agent or superiniendent of the 


>pital near Nor‘oik, and, since thai time, as com 
mandant of the yard. Was it such officers as this 
that his amendment wonld affect? MN 
young men who had beea foisted 


t was the 


nto the navy by 
the means of the powerful influence they p ssed; 
who were unfit for their stations, and who were 
ihereicre, permitted to remain in idleness. Take 


such men as Young—the figh'ing men 
' 


working men of the navyy—and give then 
re } a re Cun ne 

that House, ¢ nd, he wonid ansver ior it 

e } ‘ an ‘ f..y oh 

woud, to a man, vote for tne amer 





wouid say, stiike the excrescences from 5 
friends to put a stop to this pen- 

m ‘of paying high saiaries to men who 
lering no service. concluced by 
that the amcadment would be 
iat the 
could be effected in any 
foabied whether the bil! for the 
ion of the navy would be acted on dur- 


session. 





are ren Nir. IT. 
expres ing the hope 

adopied. If it failed, he did not believe 
reform it contemplated 
cther way, for he « 
re-organizat 
Ing this: 





Mr. Wi —_ reminded the committee that the 
House had, on yes'erday, aiop'ed a resolution, on 
motion of ihe chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, to take this bill ont of commiitee next 
Monday at 1 o'clock; and that, though there re- 
malt ‘ of the Jimtied ti 
i! _ i} proposed aa appropriation of 
elgh ions of dollars, yet we bed not cor 
the dk bet ie on the first section. He said he had 
lisiened atientive'y to thegentieman irom Virg 
| Mr. Wise,] and to the gentleman from Massachn- 
setts, [Mr. Cuswina,] who appeared to be First 
Lord of the Admiralty upon th's cee: isi0n, but he 
bad heard no arguments that could induce him to 
vole for the bill, without ma’erial modification and 
curaiiment. If, in ordinary times, when the 
Treasury was full, and the peeple able and willing 
to bear large expenditures, a bill of this charagter 
should require full investigation and amp'e consid- 
eration, how necessary was it now, when both 
Treasury and people were out of money and em- 
barrassed?) He required more demaeond n other, 
and, he conceived, more important sections than 
tse one now before them. Without more informa. 
tion, he should feel compelled to vote against the 
whole proposition. He observed that the people 
of the country would notsubmit to an increase of 
our naval establishment at a time of profound 
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peace, without any prospect of © and with a 
certainty of a prostrated and embarsa‘sed Treasu- 
ry. Though representing a constituency who were 
direc'ly interested in a Jarge naval expenditure 

he knew they would not, at this 
supporting it. Gentlemen from the Wes! 
toned the members from Atianic 
io push these appropriations too far; 


time, back him in 
had cau- 


citteS not 





lor l®@, 
he could assure thoe genie: he res 
puciated being controlled by such luences, 
His votes were always guited e. Bat 


if we were in possession of the nm , ihere can be 
no ne cessily for ine bal Z +e) ‘prey <ed A 


large and powerful naval armamrit wos antago. 
nist to the simple republicanism of the institutions 
of the country. If. war was probable, the sum 
asked was too small; and if not, as hie believed, it 


was too large. Another, and to him 
tion, was, no remedy was proposed for the manner 
in which supplies are now precurec. He showed 
that over $1,200,000 would be expended by navy 
agents without contro! or check; and that, insiead 
of publishing proposals and receivirg estimates, it 
was the practice of these agents to parchase from 
whom they pleased, and, in many cases, at the 
prices they pleased—a practice whic he had no 
doubt cost the Gave: ninent twenty per cent. more 
than it would under a general sysicm of 
ing for every thing. 

He alro oppcsed the bill, beeause no action had 
been had upon the revenue bill, We know nothe 
ing as to the probable tcceips of the Treasury. 
He desired that the tail! quesion meht be dis- 
posed of, and Congress placei im posse,sion of the 
probable amountof revenne for the year, tefore 
it voted away the millions now asked. He regret. 
ted that duty forced him to appear to take grounds 
against “the glorious navy;” and, ¥ acknowl- 
edging the capacity and vigilance «nd honesty of 
purpose of the head of the Navy Deparimeny, yet 

under all the circumstacces of the case, 


he must, 
record his vote in the nega‘ive on the present bill 
as now before the committe. 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN observed that he had 
already said that he was willing to vore liberal ap= 
propria'ions for the navy, p. they were to 
be applied in a way beneficial to the country, as 
well as for the credit end efficieic? of the navy. 
He would not, however, have again spoken on this 
subject, did he not feel it incumbent on him to re- 
ply to some remarks which reficeted on the city 
which he had the honer to represent. ‘The gentle- 
man from the Norfolk district in Virginia [Mr. 
Matwory] attacke! him by saying that the naval 
asylum in Philadelphia was a bumbog, that it wes 
built on the muddy Schuylkil!, and on a spot in- 
fested by musquitoes and the ague and fever; 
{ he wandered from his subj by saying that 
the navy-yard there was not fit to repair and 
equip vessels; for that, afier being built there, 
they had to be sent round io Norfolk to be 
fiited out and repaired. Tae genticman, not sat- 
isfied with the millions that h becn spent on 
Norfolk, travelled out of his way to attack the 
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megleciv: 4 navy-yard cf Philadeciphia. Not satis- 
fied with having a President and a Se cretary 
of the Navy favorabie to Nirolk, and the lare 
appropriations that |} heretofore been made 
for that piace, tegeih eve: sortion of 
officers from his cael he mus! rise and attack 

, Wih not 


Philadelphia for being a sichly p': 
sufficient depth of water for a nay 
with such a want of slail in he 
their work has to be sent round to Norfolt to be 
finished. He was well aware of the reason why 
this wanton atlack had been made on him and the 
city he represenied. It wes because he ealled the 
attention of the Horse to the fact, that an over- 
proportion of the officers of the navy hed come 
from Virginia. The gentleman fiem the Norfolk 
district answered this by alleging that a larger 
proportion of the clerks in tic cep: rtments came 
from Pennsylvania. But what a clerk im 
the departments, compared wiih cilicers of the 
navy? The clerk is here to-day, and there 
to-morrow, and may be dismissed at a mo- 
ment’s warning. Not so with the affairs of the 
navy. A midshipman that is appointed \o-day, is, 
some twenty years hence, tocommand our fleets, 
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“ t supposed all over the world that Vir- 
yini f é nt, More ecurageous, and 
mo ! other citizens of the United 
State? I) wae because they had always had mere 
of the } Giecs of the Government conferred on 
them 1 ¢ of the country to 
ha commands in our fleets 
\ } “ons possessed these 
an extent as the sons of 
V ‘ Revolution, and of 
the t Virginians were not be- 
fore the cit ( her Siates in rendering ecsen- 
tir ery » the country Mr. B. said he had 
he , to the e¢ tral fluence here, by 
which ti : men in Virginia, Maryland, an 
this Distr vo! an over-propertion of the appoint- 
nent i charce this more agamst the 
Tt t 3 Navy than his predeces- 
{ been at work fora long 
time > came here, and became splen- 
1 fluence that their resi- 
dens to obtain, they got their 
IT nd m tary aracemy. 
} he Secretary cf 
ents, a prefer- 
of officers of the 
| a mo t dangerous 
n which all hereditary 
l netions In the O!d World 
! now ked upon a? a great 
f the ap tment of a mid- 
hipma recipient of this favor, after 
being ich Jce—after having the 
privil: manding our vessels, and acquir- 
ing fame, 1 and tinction, is to claim it as 
a privil him, that his sons shall succeed 
to the riviteges; while, in time to come 
their ch 2l-o have superior claims. This 
Was a » that the people of this country 
ould never submit to 
Mr. WISE way} explanation, said he un- 
éerstood there were a few appointments at West 
Point, ! in the navy, called app>intments at 
large, toa reserved as the reward of merit; 
and cntotth { ns of meritorious officers of the 
Revolution, and of the late war, received appoint- 
meuts. ‘Fhe prine-pte did not extend further than 
this; 1 e the gentleman alleged that Virginia 
had t atest share of naval appointments. He 
x im that Pennsylvania, if Mr. Bar- 
ker’s nomi a had been confirmed, would have 
hat all the high offices in Treasury Depart- 
ment. 
Mr. BROWN continued. What are your S-c- 
retaries, and comptrollers, and clerks, in the Treas- 


ury, When compare 
to-day, : 


{to the navy? ‘They are here 
* to-morrow, and may be dismissed 
ata moments warning, as many of them lately 
have bec: When a clerk is put in office, he 


is not to rise to the rank of Secretary. But 
the officers of the navy and army are, in 
lime, to command your fleets and armies. He 
was nol, however, arguing the question of 
which State hod the largest share of the officers of 
Government, ‘hough he had been objecting to the 
central inf which surrounded this place. His 
object Was to ea stiention of the House to the 
cireur ne under which the gentleman from 
the Norfolk ricl made an attack on him, and the 


lide neglected navy yard of his city; stigmatizing 








it as sickly, infested with mosquitoes and the 
ague and unfit to repair and equip ves- 
sels. ‘To show the justice of this attack, he would 
mention, from a sta'ement he held in bis hand, the 
amount receive! irom Government by Norfe lk and 
Puiladelphia, in the last twelve years, for the equi p- 
ment of their respective navy-yards. Norfolk, in 
that period, ha receive . $922,422 for equipments, 
and $974,356 for the ‘astraction of a dry-dock; 
while P le'phia | wae received but $125,000 only; 
and out ¢ $20,000 was for ways to launch a 
ship. Mr. B. then read a statement showing the 
cost ¢ bu ring of several of 


ling and repal 
essels at Norfolk, Philadelphia, 
and Portsmouth; from which 
it appeare d that the average cost was great- 
er at rfolk and New York than at Phila- 
deiphia and Boston, and that the advantage was 
in favor of Philadelphia. After a high eulegium 
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on the skill, industry, and integrity of the Phila- 
delphia mechanics, he said he would repel with 
scorn the imputation that a vessel had to be sent 
round from Philadelphia io Norfolk to be fitt 

t, because it could not be done at the former 
place. Mr. B. then ccntrasted Philadelphia with 
Norfo!k in regard to health, giving the preference 
to the eon ref handreds of the 

areas m the upper part of Virginia who 
marched to the defence of Norfolk in the last war, 
cn who there found earlv graves In Consequence 
of the sickre ;of the nilace. 

Mr. MAL.LORY, in 
made any a! 
navy-yard. What he said 
naval avylum at that place, which he had 
nounced a splendid humbug. ‘Vnat asylum was 
built at a cost of $200,000, out of the seamen’s 
fund; and, instead of being placed in a healthful 
spol, in siaht of the oeran, where the old 
could be giatified with a view of the 
associated with their eariiest and most interesting 
recollections, and where they would 
portunity of seeing and c 


ineir own ciass, Wa 


form rred to the 


reply, denied that he had 
™: 


wiiadeinhia 5 
poiladeipata or tts 


was in reference to the 


ack whatever on 


pro- 
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Saliors 


element 


have 
ynversing with 


an op 
those of 
banks of the 
‘fauts were sub- 


p:aced on the 


muddy Schuytkill, where its inhabi 
jecied to the a fever, and to the attacks ¢ f 
myriads of musquitees. The geatleman might deny 
the fact, if he pea d; but ne knew what he stated 


gue and 


to be the fact > he was a student of medi- 
cine in Philadelphia, he had often visited the 
place, and kacw that the ague and fever pre- 
vailed there. He saw thousands crowded in- 
to the hospi'als, suffering under that disease; and, 
what was worse, the doctors did not then know 


and did not know now. Mr. M. 
then examined the statements made by Mr. Brown 
with regard to the cost of repairing vessels at Nor- 
folk and Philadelphia; and showed that he was 
greatly in error in the calculations he had made— 
accounting in each case for the difference stated. 
It was not necessary for him to follow the example 
of the gentleman in eul great men of 
his State; but he might tell him that Virginia had a 
navy of her own in the lime of the Revolution, 
and he could point to as gallant deeds performed 
by it, as were to be found in the naval anna's of 
any country. Hecould point to the commander 
of one of her vessels—a Norfolk pilot—who per- 
formed acts of chivalrous daring never equalled by 
any Philadelptian, and not excelled even by Paul 
Jones himself. it was true that sickness pre- 
vailed among the troops congregated at Noifolk, 
during the last war. They were attacked by the 
Engiish; and that they whipped them, the battle of 
Crazcy [sland would show. Many of these gailant 
volunteers were carried off by disease; but that 
might be accounted for from the fact, that a large 
proportion of them were mountaineers, unused to 
the lowlands, crowded together, exposed to the 
night air, and imprudent in eating fruit. The city 
authoritics had not, as the gentleman stated, ne- 
glected their remains. The graveyard in which 
they were interred was enclosed with a substantial 
fence, at the expense of the corporation, and their 
relatives were satisfied, if the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania was not. As to the navy-yard, it 
was not select a naval cepot through any par- 

inlity to » Norfoil k. It was made so from its natu 
ral advantages, which were so apparent that it was 
used as such by the British before the Revolution. 
li had sufficient depth of water for the largest ship 
that ever fioated to sail in and out, with all her 
armament and stores on buard; and it was not ob- 
structed by ice at any season of the year. These 
were advantages that Philadelphia did not possess. 
His State gave this navy-yard to the Government, 
and did not tax the public property to pay her State 
debt, as Pennsy : vania had done. 

Mr. BROWN was understood to express his 
dissent to this s oe but his language was not 
heard. 

Mr. MALLORY said that $1,600 was stricken 
out of an appropriation bill last session, which was 
put in to provide for this object. 

M;. BROWN said that it was a township tar, 
and the Legislature of the State provided for it. 

Mr. MALLORY replied that the State did not 
interfere till Congress refused the appropriation. 
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As to the s ickness the gentleman ope ke of on the 
James river, that was not in bis district; it was on 
fresh water, and he, being a salt water man, would 
only ‘Speak f ir salt water. If, as the gentleman 
observed, the low condition of the navy was in 
consequence of Virginia’s having the greatest share 
of officers, it might with equal propriety be said that 
the low condition ot the treasury was in conse- 
quence of Penusylvania’s having the greatest share 
in iis management. Withoutspeaking cf the num- 
ber of Secretaries they had had from Pennsylva- 
nia, he might point to the Bank of the United 
States, which was the most splendid humbug the 
country ever had. If No rfoik had had thirty-five 
millions of other pro ple’s money expended within 
her limits, she might present as much magnificence 
as Philadelphia. Mr. M. concluded by wishing the 
gentieman a speedy recovery from the ague, which 
he said he had caught in consequence of his prox- 
imity to Norfolk. 
Mr. FILLMORE 
azree to tal 








hoped the committee would 
e the yote on the amendments, as there 
were ciher porti ns of the bill which must necessa- 
rily require some debate. 

The committee acted on the sugzestion, and the 
amendment to the amendment, anti the amendment 


itself, were both negatived. 

Mr. McCLELLAN then moved to amend as 
folle WS: 

At the end of line 9 of the bill, insert as follows: 

Provided, That, till otherwise ordered by Congress, no part 
of this, or any other future or exist: appropriation, shall be 
1} fto the paymer i any oflicers in the navy, ap- 
pointed aficr this date, beyond the number in each grade on 
the Ist day of January, Is41; and that the excess now in the 


service, beyond that number, shall be reduced a3 1 
resignalions, ana promotions will permit 

On this he proposed to say but a very few words. 
The present estimates, he found, were eight mil- 
lions and a half; being an excess of three millions 
over those of the last year. And, by a report of 
be head of the department, it appe ared there were 
fifteen more vessels in commission than there were 
last year. Yet the estimates for officers waiting or- 
ders were $30 000 more than last year; showing 
that, since the 4th March, 1841, there had been a 
great increase of navy «flicers—in some grades, to 
double the number. And, further: 1t was now pro- 
posed to increase post-captains from sixty-eight to 
one hundred and five. Now, he conceived there 
was a racical defect in the cystem. Not a single 
officer could be added to the army, without a speci- 
fic law; not a permanent clerk could be added to 
any depariment!, without a specific Jaw: and yet the 
number and grade of naval officers, and the num- 
ber of ge in commission, were left to the unre- 
stricted discretion cf Executive authority. The 
Executive had had the right to appoint or promote 
as many as he pleased, and to increase the number 
of ships; and when they, the Representatives of the 
people, came there, they were gravely told that they 
were bound to male the necessary appropriations, 
and provide the ways and means. It was time 
that a veto should be put,ca the part of this House, 
on that power at the other end of the avenue. They 
had already passed the civil and diplomatic appro- 
priation bill, appropriating five millions and a half 
of money; and there were two bill: before them to ap- 
propriate sums for thearmy and navy, which swelled 
the appropriations to an aggregate of expenditures, 
for three branches alone, ot $25,000,000; and this, 
too, besides all the otber expe aditures that would 
be necessary to keep the wheels of the Government 
in motion. 


ast as deaths, 


He asked from what source these disbursements 
were 'o come when there was not a single dollar 
n the tres sury? The public finances were bank- 
ath almost beyond remedy. They had attempted 
to borrow, and they had passed a loan bill; and 
every breeze that swept from the North, bringing 
intelligence that any poriion of that loan was, or 
was about to be taken, came upon them likea clap 
of thunder, so unexpected was it. And yet, when 
bankruptcy and ruin stared them in the face, they 
were called upon by the chairman of the commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, and by other gentlemen, 
to swell the public expenses, and to add to the bur- 
dens of the people. Now, as one of the Repre- 
sentatives of the people, he was not prepared to 
sanclion a measure which would impose additional 
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burdens on the pecple, unless it was called for by 
pressing exigencies of the country. When the 
gentleman from Massachusetis (Mr. Cusnina] yes- 
terday addressed the commiitee, he (Mc. McCLe.- 
Lan) listened to him with great attention, for he 
viewed that gentleman as a prime minister in the 
present Administration, and considered him as 
speaking from authority. As that zentleman pro 
ceeded, his(Mr. McCue tan’s) heart began to pal- 
pitate, for he expecied he would point to reviving 
commerce, and to our sails whilening every sea; 
but he had met with nothing but disa»pointmen. 
He could see nothing, then, to justify this increase 
of three millions of dollars: nothing in relation to 
the protection of our commerce: nothing in view 
of hostilities with foreign powers; for that there 
was no prospect of a war, was conceded by uni- 
versal consent. 

He, (Mr. McCLettan,) though opposed to this 
increase for this branch of the public service, pro- 
fessed to be a friend to the navy: he partook, with 
others, in the pride and glory of its vast achieve- 
ments; and he would agree to its gradual increase, 
and to additions to its efficiency; but he was not 
willing to follow the head of the Navy Denartment 
in his proposition to increase the navy until it was 
equalto half the navy of Great Britain, with an 
expenditure of $30,600,000. Did that gentleman 
believe that the American people would assent to 
such a drain on their enterprise and wealth?’ If he 
did, he was much mistaken. He (Mr. McC.) was 
alarmed when he read that protocol of blank verse; 
and he submitied this amendment as a test ques- 
tion, as he believed it would be deemed by the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. FILLMORE was opposed to this amend- 
ment, in the firsi place, because he believed it pro- 
posed to change the organic law of the navy ; but 
the best mode to geton with the business was 10 
vote upon the amendments, rather than to raise a 
question of order. He next objected to it on the 
ground of itsambiguity. But if it became neces- 
sary, after the adjoarnment of Congress, to put all 
our vessels into commission, (as there were now 
not as many Officers as ships,) wouid this bea prup- 
er law to be on the statute beok? He opposed 
the amendment on these, and a!.o on other 2:ounds, 
which he enumeraied. 

Mr. EVERETY supported the amendment. He 
hoped it would be now adopted; and restrictive 
measures, such as might be found necessary, he 
hoped to see passed hereafier. He was of opinion 
that the exigencies of thetimes did not requive any 
increase in the naval force; and he complained 
thatthe number of officers had been so unnecessa- 
rily increased during the past year. He, however, 
suggested some modification of the amendment, 
and, as a substitute for a portion of it, he proposed 
the following : 


Strike out all after the word “ 


provided,’ and insert, “ tha 
no part of this appropriation shall beappiied for pay ny 
ficer ofthe grade of captain, commander, enant, passed 
midshipman, or midshipman, liereaf ' ed, ifthe nun 


ber inservice of his respective grade sha lexce dthe nut 
service on the Istday of January, 1S41.” 

He did not propose to touch surgeons, puresers, 
chaplains, or any other than ihe fighting part of 
the navy; and he hoped his amendment would be 
adop'ed in committee, so that they could have both 
propositions tefore them when they got the biil 
back into the House. 

Mr. PROFFIT entered into some explanations 
of his speech on a previous day, in reply to some 
comments upon it since it was delivered. 

Some explanations were also entered into by Mr. 
FILLMORE, Mr. McKAY, and Mr. EVERETT. 

Mr. CUSHING observed that the committee 
had agreed to strike outa part of the appropriation, 
on the motion of the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. 
Mesiwetuer,] after five months of the year had 
elapsed; which was, in effect, to deprive the navy 
of that amount after five-twe'fths of the service 
for it had been rendered. He then entered into a 
long justification of Mr. Badger, the late Secretary 
of the Navy—amongs! other things, in reply to 
Mr. McKay, who censured him for employing a 
razee, when the law only authorized him to em. 
ploy a frigate, as a part of the home squadron. 

Mr. J. C. CLARK requested him to give way 
for a motion to rise, a few minutes before 4 o'clock, 
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which was assent 


dito: and the con I and 
reported pregress; an after receiving some Execu- 
tive communications, an me reporis trom come 
mittees, 

The House ¢ 

HOUSE OF RI i | S 

Mr. HARRIS p z th 
Clar e, praying fora] I red to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Pei n 

Mr. H. also p nie 1e Pe i Mary 
Long, and the evidence in ort ¢ referres 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensio 

Mr. S.J. ANDREWS, fiom the Ceminittee on 
Commerce, reported severa >: which were read 
twice, and commiited to the Committee of th 
Whole on the state of the Union, 

A bill making an appre] i eofa 
marine ht rpital. 

A bill creating a collection d cl the State 
of Illinois. 

A bill making a port of entry at Chicago, and 
ai Marie'ta. 

Mr. WILLIAMS o7 C cut ortecd the 
following biils, from the ¢ mitte C nmerce ; 
which were read twice, and com i to the 
Committee Wit f the Union, 
viz: 

A bili for the relief of } e Chan 1 and oth- 
ers, owners of schooner Ta 

bill for the relief of J 1 Holmes, a ihe 
owners and crew of the schooner Industry 

A bill for the relief of Cis rordon, owner of 
the schooner Two Sons. 

bill for the relief of Orvrin Prentice, and ( 
crew of the schooner Lily. 

Mr. J. C. CLARK, from the Commit'ee 
Commerce, reported a bill reanpropriating money 
for the erection a jight-house at Flynn’s Knoll, 
New York, on iren serew pile and the re- 
building of the Brand - it 


Delaware bay. 
Mr. TALIAFERRO oa! tec { 1s partial re 





porting of bul 

Mr. FILLMORE sai! P 
was objectedto, he % ney 70 o Com- 
mittee of the Whole on tt 

Mr. J. C. CLARI } a - 
olntion, in connex.on the above mentioned 
bill: 

R } J 
bs ican aia. oi bel evvevicia 
Cire " | 
cee 

Mr. CAVE J j | - 
ly \ tit “WwW i 

And ie | i to 
the Committee of the Wh it tate of the 
Union; and the re 

Mr. COWEN « ° 

Mr. FILLMORE { ( y 
le{t io disc: { i 
moved, there *) fF ine a ell int 
a Commit! -e af the Who i 

Mr. COWEN sneaze many 
bi''s oa the « ndar which {1 been acted upon 
incommittee, and would reg very fe niin 
uies to di pose bi sem fi } : tha Iney 
could go to tne Senat t { acied upc trere. 
There was much and extreme hard-hip inflicied 
by this neglect to dispose of this « o| 5 an 
if it was intended to act pem at ¢ if was 
necessary to take n up nos; for, at this late 
period of the session, much time could not possi- 


bly be spar it 
The SPEAKER 





Ohio [Mr. CowEn]} f the H vo lown 
the motion of the ¢g a Naw York, [Mr. 
FittmMore,] the private caleacar would be taken 
up. 

Mr. MOORE of Louisiana called for the ayes 
abd noes on the motion to go into commit! ; 
being ordered, the motion was agreed to—ayes 82, 


noes 69. 

The House then resolved itself into a Con 
of the Whole, (Mr. Crireorp in the chair,) and 
resumed the consideration of the naval appropria- 
tion bill; the pending amendment being on the first 


nmittee 
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section, to which Mr. MecC.Letyuan had moved to 
acd the following proviso: 


a 





a retiree 









] fed, That, ti!l otherwise ordered by Congress, no part 

orany Tu t appropriation shall be applied 

yime f any officer in the navy appointed after this 

yond the nder in rrade on the Is y of Jatu- 

' 11 1 that the yw in the service beyond that 

i I i reduced as fast as deaths, resignations, and 
\ | rT 


And which amendment Mr. Everett had moved 





to amend as follows: 
Strike out all after the word “provided,” a rt, “that no 
art of thisa lauion shall be applied for pay of any officer 
fil rade of ca un, Commander, ieutena } , nidship- 
man, Or midshy » hereatter appomted, if tt number in 
rvice of hi pective grade fexceed the number in ser- 
Ist day of January, 1841.” 
Mr. CUSHING observed that, when the com- 
mittee rose last evesing, he was about replying to 


that portion of the argument of the gentleman from 
North Carolina that appertained to the alleged ex- 
cess in the number of persons in the navy beyond 
what the law authorized the department to employ. 
In meeting that objection, he desired, in the first 
place, fo snggest to the committee that, under the 
act of 1806, pow in foree, the authority of the 
President was as follows: He is authorized to 
keep in employment so many frigates and other 
public armed vesseis, and to employ in them so 
many Officers and men, as in his opinion the exigen- 
cies of the service may render necessary. Now, if 
there was any limitation to this law, it was only a 
constructive and tmplied limitation in the appro- 





priations, founded on the estimates placed before 
Congress. That is: he understood the gentleman 
from North Carclina as arguing that the number 
and grade of the vessels and the nember of ofiicers 
e-timated for in J841, was the limitation of the 
President for 1842. Assuming, for the sake of ar- 
gument, that the position of the gentleman was cor- 
rect, he thought he conid show him that there were 
facts that would impair the trath of his assertions 
that the Secretary of the Navy had exceeded his 
authority in the case referred to. He. did not 
know but that it would be better if we adopt- 
ed the pract:ce in the British House of Commons, 
1 making temporary appropriations fcr the navy 
in the beginning cof the year, and then provi- 
ding for the whole service at the end of the year, 


when the amount of service should be ascertain- 


ed. It would be utterly impossible fur the Sec- 
retary of the Navy to know, in the beginning 
of the year, how many men would be required 
at any particular time of the year. 
would force on the Navy Depariment an exact es- 
timate for the service of the year, it must be done 
at tk e end of the 


If Congress 


it. The gentleman did not consider the nature of 
the service. How was it possible for the depart- 
ment to tell how many men would be required at 
any particular time of the year? Ships on foreign 
stations come home, after two or three years’ 
service, when the term of the enlistment of their 
crews shall expire; and, also, because it would be 
d unjust to the cfficers to keep them al- 
ys abroad, and ships with new crews must be 
sent out fo relieve them. Now, it wou!d not do to 
bring these ships home bctore the ships that are to 


reiueve 


mu 


ernel at 


them reach their cruising grounds; and, 





con y, there must necessarily be at one 
time e number of ships and a double num- 
ber < ‘ws. Apply this system to a fact that 
will soon occur. ‘The Brandywire, the St Louis, 


the Potomac, and the Marion, with crews amount- 
ing to 1,200 men, will scon come home, and this 
number of men will be discharged and deducted 
the number now in service. Then, if on the 
Ist of January, as alleged by the gentleman from 
North Carolina, there was an excess of 600 men 
in the service, there would be, deducting this num- 
ber, a deficiency of 650 on the Ist of July. The 
necessity of these fluctuations in the service must 
be apparent, and it was a suflicient answer to the 
argument of the gentleman from North Carolina. 
It, as had been allezed, there were employed more 
ofiicers than were necessary to command the ships 
in the navy, it was because it was necessary to 


from 


have a sufficient number of officers always ready 
to relieve those returning home from foreign sta- 
tions, 

The gentleman from North Carolina had, on this 
subject, referred them to the English service, Now, 


year, and not ai the beginning of 








rt 


522 


he had a statement in his hand, which showed that 

in the Eng isn Davy the same practice of nece ty 
Bae T e , her } riy 

prevailed. There was her means of relieving 

vessels returning trom foreign service, and ol 

training ¢ rs fer u nes Mr. C. re‘erre 

the fact cf the Britiih ma eamers, that were 


commanded y fulenan ne Lavy; ar 1 
last approprietion biil of the Br »y Pa rent 
there was aciualiy an appropriation the 
these men. Mr. C., in i d a 
Mr. McKay’ : | 
the re Was pol an ¢ e of of ‘ < en in 


the service i! on i i ! 
officers and men are net a! or u iG Vese 
sels, for Un purp s ol a 4 ict liz e 
and that number ought employed. Mr. C 


showed that in the Bri navy more seaiwwen wer 
employed in each of | vi ls th were pul 
down in the estimates, show! ha u 
impossible to graaua the number of men 
put on b rida n of a ziven rate, by aux 
mate. As aninstance, he \ fer tol ‘ 


that the Mi rl an 


the same model aid > Lime , are - 
ferent!y masied anid spari As tO require more 
men to man the one than the ver, Mr. C. 
noticed th »arzgument ot la eniieman ifa N 
Carolina, [Mr. McKay,] as to the comparativ 
cost of supporting the American and British navi 
He was ata th ‘e and a cation 
the argument. 3 mead ¥ tt é as an 
argument agaist ihe woo. i ut, 1 f 
jon, it had nothing t A Cr Ve 


mattered it to us what it cost to build, equip, and 


sail a vessel in Eng'and a R 2 

The gentleman did not ony 
sysiem to account | e A 1 
that the cost per year in England was |e an 
the Unite States, what did the arzum come to? 
Way, that materials, Jabor, and pay of cflicers 


and men, were eh aper in inogiar { kan here. 
The cost of materials was aboui the s 

countries, tne vy of fiiee W the mes the 
the difference must | so seaiedial: ball Was a 
chanics an rers emploved in br set 
sels. Di the g 
mechanics and !a rs ' ; ' 





are in Englanc? If her y 1 that, he de- 
sired what was imp . We « 

mechanics here to work ior the sam g } 
they do in Eng > ner can we ma Qa 
fourteen hov 4 Uday, ead ) it | 

not agree wih the 

He cou'd not azt nul the cost f vf Y 4 
British navy was | ‘ ‘ 

hat of the Uai States; an > ther tinto al 
estimate, fort pose ¢ ving that the gen- 
tleman’s calculation was incorrect. The eratie- 
man spoke of the unexpended balance ) the | 
of January, 1842; there as an unexpen 
balance for the year 1841, | there will be 
same on the Ist of January, 1843. Ded ihe gen- 
tleman forget that the expel ( \ 
Jap over into another?—that the n ire m 

in December, and the appropriations not ma 
until two or th n hs a i 1 come 


menced? If it were not for the unexpendec dil- 





ance of ap} r t a y » fn 

would be no money for the sei > from the com- 
mencement ol year, till ihe passage ¢ { ine ap- 
propriation t > ¥ error a > from the 
Inconvenient time at which the fiscal year ended. 
We or } a ficeal y al ould corre 

pond pa business—that sh com- 





mence at such atime that the appropriation 
would be passed before the approp 1 of the 
last year was exhausted 

So, aiso, the estimate of the hor } adi be- 
came merged in thé nera!l provision | iif avy. 
There were but eight votes against the bili putting 
this squadron in commi-sion; and it was pa>sed 
with the undersianding that ra provis- 
ion for the navy. Mr. C io 2 





in favor of the ulility of that 
that it was an economical impreve- 
ment. No gentlemen had said anything against 
the establishment of the squadron; but they referred 
to it in a way that he considered as an indirect al- 
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acc on the ordinery ! ner Whilst 
ey acd l¢ , Ol } that i Ua! l 
j O ¢ , ul Wi i r to x nts il 
Y } f ry approy , 

‘ a" 
be Ie ‘ © i 4 msn n Yew 
¥ ( 7 
4 - 
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i ‘ W, rie 

il ‘ 
« i 4 il 

i ! 
‘ ! 1 (+ 
a i t » 
. e 
y ‘ 1 ; an 
‘ y } ) « ver 

{ j € ali cre ! ish r 
tI {with him png that there was n¢ 
ny r a ; I raise a wer 





; 
ed the 3 opria t placed on the own 
n l bh ency 
i . i i eman 
} ’ ’ 841i not t- 
f : ‘ re Ly 
i i toatl 
th i i r i j n pass- 
1} i : Wianore 
also belicved that i were uot sufficient, 
Mr. C., in « the i was oF 
1 t e and 
' the 
! | : os 
i ‘ he Y i 
a,) j I I ae ; 
I { 1 I 2 il re ot 
i 
‘ } yy 
( < t oveine- 
I i ne mS ve 
iT nv contlinnw- 
‘ i ? of Bxecu usu pa- 
tion. Ina: teom i re was a 
mporiaat ¢ sideration applica- 
| > navy ere bu yoa s of the 
n tary rvice— e ia Cc aed the pav and 
Wa } ina ‘ > a ( oeu 
\ ? i < vou ci 
2 ‘ : 
i i tl 
iV hi uX- 
¢ werl znd con 
> r il i, € Fi. 
h i 5 ni Pp ih 
4 sia | u loye ! 
é ! | er, id 
{ ry tf ¥ [OT Y 
eg i could not | | In | 
. y } { c x a i 
blag ( Ir. ¢ ‘ to the repub- 
Cs Oi & va , and Ven > whose} cy 
1 i i i ito keep taeir 
j t 
Mr. PARWEN R ved tas he came 
oma section ntvy that was deeply in- 
th bn » aie ( > 
ne larg V i tt }in] > t 
Was ft i vat lie iid i dortwo on 
wy. ri re ry i > 
when t 30 cn Wa unched; end 
remei . jn if ealiy f| ! in the 
I { \ her Was Cor ratie ppost- 
inn to it, ) varions sections ef the country. He 
did not believe, however, that the opp ion to it 
that was manil {at that time resulted from the 
io! I og un IAL, but beeaa here Ps 
ar pl n } °C Tir { ne the Ad 
mioist ya-hing the exp l or the 
fem ! i ut ice MA? 





eo 4 - l ’ > 

sce! a l r til nen ¢ ine 

h th ti . a = hie ee 

rvik ! i 0 i a by C 

Ciamation, l'an alarm ie i yu eon.e 
' 

o'n 

ynen, [rom i fr cause i n y Wotld « n 

} } 1 i? fo w ! Ler 

lose ground in the public favr. He would, there- 


fore, warn those gentlemen who, like him, were 
friendly to this arm of our defence, that, by carry- 
ing their appropriations for it to an extent that the 
people might co exiravagao', would be 
suiking a severer biow at it than its worst enemies 





isider 


were canat 


Was not li 


le of doing. At present, however, it 
1@ amount of the appropriations that was 
operating agaist the navy, so much as Its O:gan- 
IZalion. 








After the late war, when the navy, in 
its achievements, had become so 


popriar as to induce Congress to make larg 


rR annr 
apy U- 


priavions fer 1 increase, a law was passed, 
wh.ch iced 1 almost entirely under the control 

a Beard ef Navy Cormmis:ioneis, consisting 
ot thre nNost-ca ns. Mr. P. here read the 
act creating the Wavy Board, and ohverved that 


he had no doubt Oi the feet that the principal 


part of the oppesition that had been since mani- 
fested to ihe navy are in consequence of the 
creation of this Board. Traouph ke bad no deubt 
that all the cflicers that had at various times since 
lis Creation composed it were able and efficient, as 
officers; yet he did not believe that the President 
ever had it in his power to select such as were, in 
every respect, qual:fie! for the new duties they 


were to perform. Under the nrovisiens of the law 

oad referred to, it was well known that almost 
hole management of the navy was intrusted 
rat the S:c- 
retary of the Navy shoald have the supervision of 





9 this board, hugh it wa provided i 


to make con- 
us other mate- 
tials ¢ upplies required for the naval service, 
i st-ecaptain Was 
ito male con- 
tracts. Then they bad the control ef the construe. 





won OF ON Vess is, and, owing % the d fferent tastes 
of the cfiicers, thes> were built of different models; 
many of which were not genera ly approved of. 
He would not, hi oe 


into this part of the 





ubjee c! in rising was to express the 

opin pposition which was at present 

} > navy Was more owing [o IS OF. 

zen zation than to the amount of the appropri- 
a a 


aon, and to call the attention of the He use to the 
passing some law to put it 

There was auother 

con-titution of this 
shonld net omit to mention. From 
ihy which the post-captains had for one 
another, and irom inat esprit dis corps which naiue 





on a more eflicent for 
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rally be ged to the service, there was danger of 

employing more cfficers and vessels of a 
larger class than th:Bexigencies of the service 
pointed out, or the President and his Cabinet might 
approve of For instance: when Commod:re 
Hi weni to the Mediterranean, a ship of the 
ing Was pui into commission for that sere 


vice, thouga a frigate would have been svffi- 





cent. As ‘ iity-four wes put in comes 
mission whee Commodore Morris, one of the 
Navy Board, went to ine Pacifc. In that ease, also, 
a fiigaie would dave been amply sefiizient for the 
service. Now, the committce would bear in 
mind that t iifference in exnense betveen the 


empiosment of a ship of the line and a frigate 
was two ) {dollars. Now, 
lavy, on being or- 
red On a@ foreign statin, de-ired a ship of the 





ine instead of a frga'e, the Commissioners of the 
N: very likely to secommodate him; 
a ! comtinnance of this Board would 
p a ly ooCa nto emy yment ¢ f larger ves- 

s iban rviee requires. ‘Though he felta 
mide in the honor and ek ry ot iné navy, it was 


necessary, nN His Opinicn, to guar i against carrying 
rations for A oO exclie Jealousy 
in the pubic mind, and render itunpopular. There 
was an impression abroad, and gaining ground 
daily, that the expenses atiending this branch of 
the service Were growing to too great an extent. 


is) 





Wita regaid ‘o the bill under consideration, the 
remark had been made that the Secretary ot the 
Navy had calicd for an expenditure of eleven mil- 

ns for the ensuing ye yas s'ated that there 
was an outstanding b ppropriations on 


the Ist of January last, of three miilions of d lars; 
and that the Secreiary required an eppropriation 
of eight willions more. Mr. P. then went into a 
detailed statement of the appropriations estimated 
for under the d. ferent heads, from which he came 
to the conclasion that, deducting the amount stricken 
out by the Committee of Ways and Means, and the 
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amount stricken out by this committer 
tures of the curvent year would be a little over 
seven millions of dollars. He then expressed the 
wish that no further reduction would be made. 
Mr. P. was about re‘erring to the appropriations 
for some of the navy-yards, when ke was calied to 


he expend 


order by Mr. Evererr, who desired the debate to 
be confined to the question before the House 
After a few more remarks from Mr. P., in which 


he expressed an anxious de: 
fare and usefulness of the navy, and deprecated 
carrying the appropriations for it to such an exirav- 
agant exteut as might rencer it unpopular, he re- 
sumed his seat. 

Mr. MERIWETHER replied to some remarts 
of previous speakers, in relation to some {acts which 
he had stated to the committee at an early period 
of the debate. He justified the amendment which 
he proposed, and which the comniitee had adopted, 
and relied partially on a communication from the 
Navy Department, which supported his position 
that the balance in hand on the Ist January was 


greater than was estimated by the Secretary. The 
document to which he aliaded was a communica- 
tion from the Navy Department, in compliance 
with a resolution of the Honse of Representatives 
of the 18th instant, stating that the sum of 
$742,510, chargeable to the appropriation for the 
pay, &c. of the home squadron, was on band or 
the 3ist December, 1841, and that the sum of 
$250,000 of that appropriation was, under the pro- 
visions of the actof 30ih June, 1834, transferred 
to other heads, which were exhausted; whieh 
sum of $250,000 is to be reimbursed to the appro- 
priation for the home squadron, upon the passage 
of the law making provision for the naval service 
of the present year. Thus it was shown that, in- 
stead of $666,000, the available balance was ae 
wards of $742,000; and if this balance were added 
to the appropriation called for by tke Secretary, 
the sum which he required would amount to more 
than $11,000,000. He proceeded to show that some 
of the vessels now forming part of the home 
squadron were in service before; and, therefore, 

no additional expense was incurred. And he stated 
that some cf cur ships, for which provision was 
made for the year, were returning home; and, on 
their arrival, the men would bed scharged, and con- 
sequently they would be paid but for six months, 
while provision was made f for°them for twelve 
months. 


ire to — e the wel- 


He also commented on the proposed promotion 
of captains, and an increase of their number from 
68 to 105, one of whom had not rencered a day’s 
service since 1825; and yet it was proposed to pay 
him for the whole period. He was pleased to id 
that the Senate had refused to confirm that nomin 
tion; and he hoped no appropriation would be 
made to pay for services which had never been 
rendered. Of the recently ordered iron steam-ves- 
sel he spoke as the veriest humbug which 
could be devised; and he expected, as soon 
as it was launched, that it would float to the 
bottom. He ecendemned the continuvd build- 
ing of vessels when thev had ves‘els rotting 
on the stocks; and he asked, while they had so 
many materials on hand—sufiicient to bu:id fifteen 
74-gun ships—why they shou'd vote the means ot 
purchasing more?) He would not even vete a 
dollar to put the ships now on the stocks into com- 
mission, for he believed we did not want them. 

Mr. McKAY also entered into some explana- 
tion, and contended that, though in favor of a ree 
duction of the appropriation, it did not follow that 
he was in favor of a reduction of the navy. He 
showed, by a reference to executive documents, 
that, in the last year, the navy had been increased 
by 3,000 men; and he deemed it unnecessary to 
keep up the navy, in time of peace, to the point to 
which it had been increased, or beyond what it 
was in the previous year. He continued for some 
time; and, in the course of his remarks, intimated 
that he had documents te sustain his positions, but 
they were not then at hand. 

Mr. ARNOLD, therefore, obtaired the gentle- 
man’s permission to move that the committee rise, 
which was agreed to; and the committee rose and 
reported progress. 

The House thea acjourned. 
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Mont May 23, 1842 

Mr. EVANS presente 1a memorial frem th 
inhabitar Sidney, in the Sta Via , pray 
1 hat th i i DY c. Sar 
TaLL. ti u i3 i Ve nn y b 
come @ I il ( i aments 
referer i & i . 
Mr. E. a } hy an 
ing of the in nis ¢ (9 po o{ Or'and, in 
Maine, on the subjcct of the present depressed 
state ol tne eoa y ra s pl I ; il 
branches of ind y connecied with ii, cor va 
tory of ihe tariff of duties | posei a the extra 
sion on manufactured wo reiesred io (he Com- 
mittee on Manufactures 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the preeeedings of a 


public meeting held in Eaton, Madison county, 
slp kk, on the subject of the American pris- 
oners 1 Van Dieman’s Land 
lerposition of this Goverameat t 
rations 
lations. 

Mr. W. also presented ¢! itioa and 
of Israei Ketchum, one cf t at niract 
wh) wasengaved in eoustrvc'ing the fort on Dav 
phin island, A ( si laii 
which was referred to ine Committee on Claim 


sferred tat 
reierer A , A 


to which was referred the claim of Farrow and 
Harris. 

Mr. CHOATE precented a m*imorial from Ma 
sacnusetis on the subject of in 
rights; which wasreferred to the C 
Judiciary, and ordered to be printed 

Mr. C. a! 
ants Ol Barn je, Mas 
of the duty on sait: relerr 
Manufactures 

Mr. McROBGERTS prescnted a memorial from 
he Legislature « ! 7 Ol wregine upon Conezre 


t 7 
the claims Joseph Ogle and others, the ancier 

i , . ? ™ ” ’ 
: . 








of 
country, where a laid office was rece aut 
ized to be established, recommending Jefferse 
Chirokee country, as a prope: 
posed office: refe reed it 

lic Land 

Mr. BUCHAN am pres 
a humerous mee 


Nn, ii 
focation for the pro- 
Commiitee on the Pub- 





g held at 


McKean Corners, in 


ented the proceedings of 
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Erie county, Pennsylvania, on the subject of the 
tariff. Tue resolutions adepted by the meeting are 
numerous. he tendency of all of them is in favor 
of a tariff of protection to domestic manufactures 
against foreign competition: referred to the Comes 
imitte stures, 

THE ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. 


Mr. eae acked the Sena 











Y AS : : 
ee on Mana'ac 


te ft tal 
tO lak 


e up the reso- 





lution submitted by him four months ago, propos: 
ing to fix a day for the adjournment of Congress 
sine die. He said that, when the resolution was 
taken up the second time, the objection of Senators 
to it was, that it was premature to pass it then. 
The resolution could now taken up, and so al- 
tered as to fix some day proper for the 


journ- 
lapse of six 
be prepared new to say 

If a day was fixed, it 


( 
ment. He believed that, afier a 
inonths, the Se — would 


when they would ac {jor urn. 








wou'd have the tendency to oie unnecessary 
discussion and delay of the put business. He 
asked tha! the Senate would take os the resolution 
for consideration. , 
1) ¥ . ? 7 “ 2 nil ave 
Mr. SEVIER demanded the yeas abd Nays On 
that motion; which were ordered 
ihe question having been put, the result was as 
f< | x 
YEAS—M Brel Bon . Buechar Calhoun 
Ki i Me Rob Sevier, Smith of Connecucrt, 
Son Pap| Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, and Wright 
NAYS—} AY Barrow, Ba Rayard, Choate, 
( ae byat ham, Hunti n, Miller, 
\ LF ~ Ri Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Talis 
, VV iW 0 ri 1) r 
So the Sena’e refused to take up the resolution. 
On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the Senate proceed- 
ed to the consideration of the biils on the private 


calendar; when 

The bill for the settlement of the accounts of 
Siias Deau was taken up, as in committee of the 
whole 

a b ill authorizes the proper accounting officers 


of tae Treasury to settle the claim, by paying what 
app aied to be due Mr. Dean on an examination 
of the vouchers. The history of the claim appear- 


ed, from the debate, to be thi. Tae Continental 


poner. thorized its secret Committee to enter 


o acontract wilh some merchant to proceed to 
ur to sell produce of the wae ted i States, with 
the view to invest the proceeds of same in cer- 
tain articles of merchai idise for tgs use of the Uni- 


ted States. Mr. Dean entered into a contract with 
ecret committee to perform the service, for 
ive 5 per cent. on the peenene. 
Ie proceede’ to France in 1776, as directed, and 
pieces of artillery, ond: munitions 
yar for 25.000 troops. ‘The charges he 


r°3 





i1cn he was torece 
) 


mace, 
it seem d, were considered of an extraordinary 


charecer. They were contested, and the Cenli- 
nental Congress authorized the appointment of an 
agent to go abroad and adjust the accounts with 
Mr. Dean, ‘The agent reported that he had not 


sufficient information before him to make a final 
ut, after the partial examination, he 
ruelc a balance in favor of Mr. Dean of 6,000 or 





7,000 livres. He asked for further instructions, 
vhich the Continental Congress never gave; and 
qile the claim of five per cent. commis 
sion remained in abeyance. Mr. Dean iekaoe 
after, leav ng #2 son fecble in health, and imbecile 
n raind, who never was in a condition to pro ee 


claim. The son died abont the year 1830, and 
Dean’s representative, in some whee af er, 
learned that the accounts, vouchers, 4nd books, 
ry !o support the claim before Congress, had 
ntally found in the Siate Department. 
h of these documents, the claim was 
rresenied to Congress in 1338; and it was refer- 
esury Deparimeut, where the whole 
‘r underwent arigid and Jaboriou3 examina- 
tion. The Treasury Deparimcnt, in due time, made 
t in favor of the claim, and ascertained 

$60,000 was due to Mr. Dea 
The merits of the claina were sustained in the 
debate, which arose to-day in the Senate, by Messrs. 
CLAYTON, SMITH of Connecticut, and HUN- 
TINGTON; and opposed by Messrs. KING, 
SEVIER, HENDERSON, MANGUM, and 
TAPPAN: the grounds of opposition being, on the 


that upWarcs Of 


| part of Messrs. Sevier, Kine, and Manevm, that 


; 
2s 
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RO snecific sum was set forth in the bill, and con- 
sequently no limitation to the apy 
was left to the discretion of the accounting officer 
Messrs. Henperson and Tappan opposed the 





claim, on the grounds of probe y that the Con- 
tinental Congress had g grounds for disputing 
the accounts; and, with ful! information on th 
subject, having refu ito act iro there wa 
no sufficient reason s' n bh { 

should sanction such a large appropr ) 

Mr. KING moved to strike cut the ciause au- 
thorizing the a inting officer to J 5 
and substituting one requiring him to ascertain 
and report to Congress, nex t in fairly 
due on the account 

Pending the j ion o1 ? ‘ ‘ e . 

Mr. SEVIE! n oO ( 1 time for the pro- 
duction of the original cur proved t nost- 
pone the subject ull to-morrow; which \ agreed 
to. 

The Sena 1 exect SF mn 
and, afier some time spent! reia, 


Adjourned. 


NTTOD mn ICpYpP Parn 74 rtrt 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


ae nee vy 23, 1842 
Mr. PLUMER presented the petitic f Denn 
Doyle, a s rot the War, asking for a pen- 
sion: referrei to the Commitiee on Invalid Pen- 
“ions. 
On motion by Mr. FiLLMORE, 


The House ved self int & } ee of th 
Whole on the sta'e of the U l, ‘i CLIFFORD 
of Maine in the chair,) and resuu ih sidera- 
tion of the naval a ypriation I. 

When the con ee re on Satu . th 
of the question was as [1 : 

Mr. McCietian of New York move to add 
the following proviso: 


nunber 


promouo W 
Which Mr. Everett had moved to amenda 


follows: 


Stri 
part of thi 

the gra 
man, herea I 
apective ule 
day of Januar | 

Mr. McKAY, who had the floor, addressed the 
committer at some Jeneth, in reply to Mr. Cusn- 
ina. Mr. McK. was heard so imperfectly, that the 


reporter caanol veaiure to attempt a sheich of his 
remarks 

After some remarks from Mr. WISE, 

Mr. BIDLACK would ingu of the honorable 


gentieman [Nir. Ws wh r these appropria- 
tions could not be cat down | amount barely 
necessary for the present want navy; and 
then provide for any thin | nicht be exnedi- 
ent or necessary beyond that, he f the re- 
organization of the navy, which he proposed should 


be next taken up? 
Mr. WISE replied in ther 
Mr. BIDLACK woul 
man whether he had read the artiele in this morn- 
ing’s Madisonian, which ied to the interence that 


there were ome appre wmnsion o 1 War ith 
Eneland? Did the gentleman kuow whether any- 
thing had transpired in regard to the negotiations 


now in progress, which would authorize such an 
inference ? 
Mr. WISE replied that be had not n the ar- 


ticle the gentleman referred to, and this was the 
first time he had heard anything about it. 

Mr. FILL Mi IRE said he would submita jew 
remarks in relation to some eof the items in the 
bill. For the construction of the dryv-doek at New 


York, the estima sent 1 
Committee of Ways and Me reduced the 
same to $129,100. with a proviso requiring that 
the site should be surveyed, the title made good, 
and the location reapproved by the President and 
Secretary of the Navy 

Mr. McKEON said he had call 1 upon the 


Navy Commissioners in relation to this work, and 


« } } 
ant ine 





CONE GRESS: 


eee 


. GL OBE. 





. FILLMOR 











st to nis smali 


inquired whether, a 








minate the 


75 in the negative. 


liers on Mr. M 


the vote we 


ee 
————————— 


, Were passed over with- 
out amendment. 

, and equipment of the he rf —e wear and 
vessels in commissio 


NANTES 


the Committee of Ways and Mcans proposed to 
reduce to $2 000,00 . 

Mr. CARUTHERS proposed to amend by re. 
ducing the amount to $1,000,000, which was neg. 
atived; the vote, taken by tellers, being 70 in the 
affirmative and 94 in the negative. 

He then proposed to amend by fixing the sum at 
$1.500.000; which was also negatived by a major- 
uy of &8 to 80; and the amendment of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means was agreed to. 

Clau-e No. 6 was for ordnance and ordnance 


stores on the North 





lakes, $59 097. 

Mr. HOWARD proposed to add thereto a pro- 
viso to a > elect that any armed steamship which 
might be consiructed on the Northwestern lakes, 
under the authoviry of a late act of Congress, should 
not be consiructed of iron, or principally of iron, 
but of such materia's as are usually employed for 
the construction of vessels (1 War. 

Mr. PROFFIT asked if this amendment was in 
order. He said the contract for the vessel refer- 
had been long since signed, sealed, and de- 
livered. 

Mr. FILLMORE remarked that the amend- 
ment had nothing to do with the subject-matter of 

‘ o which i! was proposed to append it; 
re was notin order. The clause of the 
ce and ordnance stores; but 
nd nent related to a ves sel which had been 
— rea 
vHAIRMAN ided the amendment to 
be out of ord 

Mr. HOWARD appealed from the Chairman’s 
decision; bat the House sustained it ona division, 
and the clause of the bill, in its original shape, was 


’ aol 
acopied. 








> -~ 





Clause No. 8—being for improvement and neces- 
sary repairs of the navy yard at Charlestown, Mas- 
chnsetts, $°6,000—the Committee of Ways and 
1, 1 ‘ducing the sum to 


posed to am nd, by re 


429.000. ° 

Mr. PARMENTER proposed to make the sum 
“64 000; which was negatived, and the amend- 
ment of the Committee of Ways and Means 


agreed to. 


M pre 


Clause No. 9 was for improvement and neccs. 
ury repairs ot the navy-yard at Brooklyn, New 
Yor, $133 600; which the Committee of Ways sand 
feans proposed to reduce to $129,100. 

Mr. FILLMORE submitted a proviso, to pro- 
vide that no part of this or anv former appropria- 
tion should be applied to construct a dry-deek at 
Brooklyn, until a suitable site had been selecid, and 

ans approved by the S:cretary of the Navy. 

Mr. LEVY desired to submit an amendment, to 
provide for the construction of a dry-cock at Pen- 
sacola; but it was decided not to be in order. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to amend the 
proviso, by substituting “ Congress” for the ‘Secs 
retary of the Navy,’? whose approval should be 
necessary before any part of the appropriation 
could be expended for the construc'ion of the dry- 
lock at Brooklyn. 


Mr. C.J. UNGERSOLL asked how the gentle- 
man from Tennessee proposed that the apprcbation 
of Congress should be tes ified. 


Mr. Jounson’s reply was not heard. 

Teliers were then called for, and 35 only voting 
in favor of Mr. Jonns n’s amendment, it was with- 
drawn; and the proviso of the Committee of Ways 
and Means was agreed to. 

Clause No. 10 proposed to appropriate $17,100 
for improvem nt and necessary repair of the navy- 
yard at Phils adelphia, v which the Committee of 
Ways and \ proposed to reduce to $1,600. 

Mr. C. PR‘ Yi VN moved to amend, by substitut- 
ing for $1,6)0 the sum of $109,600; which was 
negatived. He then proposed $50,600; which was 
also negatived; and the amendment of the Com- 
mittee cof Ways and Means was agreed to. 

Clause No. 11 appropriated $43,760 for the 
navy-yard at Wathington. The Committee of 
Ways and Means reduced the sum to $15,300; and 
the amendment was agreed to. 

Clause No. 12 appropriated $92,800 for the na- 
vy-yard at Gosport; which was reducea to $56,800 
on the recommendation of the Committee of Ways 
and Means. 

Clause No. 13 proposed to appropriate $33,800 
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for improvement and necessary repairs of the navy- 
yard at Pensacola, Florida. 

Mr. LEVY moved to amend, by striking out 
$33,800, and add, “with a view of fiiting it for the 
construction and repair of ships, $100,000,” which 
was negatived. 

Clause No. 15 was for necessary repairs of the 
hospital building and its dependencies at Brooklyn, 
New York, $29,000. 

Mr. FILLMORE was understoed to move to 
strike out this appropriation, and insert $1,559. 

This amendment was agreed to; and the appro- 
priation, by clause 17, for the hospital at Pensacola, 
was also understood to be reduced from $23,000 to 
$2,000. 

Clau.e 18, for the necessary repairs of the Phila- 
delphia Naval Asylum, $1,300— 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN proposed to amend, 
by increasing the amvunt to $2,300; which was 
negatived. 

Mr. MERIWETHER said if $1,300 would suf- 
fice, he thought any sum con!d be dispensed with; 
and he therefore moved to strike ont the entire ap- 
propriation. The motion was negatived. 

To clause No. 20, for contingent expenses for 
objects not thereinbefore enumerated, $3,000— 

Mr. FILLMORE proposed to add a provision 
for the pepe of $4,345 for a survey ef Nan- 
tucket Shoals. 

Mr. SHIELDS moved an amendment ‘to ap- 
propriate $6,000 for a survey of the Gulf of Mex- 
ICO. 

The CHAIRMAN decided that both amend- 


ments were out of order. 


Mr. FILLMORE explained that the money for 
which he desired au appropriatioa tw be made had 
been already paid by the navy agent; and, if the 
committee wouid permit, he would state the cir- 
cumstances under which it was done. 

The CHAIRMAN intimated that, as it was a 
payment not previously authorized by law, the 
amendment was not in order. 

Mr. SHIELDS wished to offcr his amendment 
separate and distinct from that of the gentleman 
from New York; ard he believed it would be in or- 
der, as the survey of tac Gulf of Mexico bad been 
authorized by law. 

Mr. UNDERWOOCD inquired whether he cor- 
rectly understood that the sum paid for a survey 
of the Nantucket shoals had been paid without au- 
thority ot law? 

Mr. FILLMORE said the navy agent had paid 
the money by the authority of the Navy Depart- t 
ment. 

Mr. UNDERWCOD said he should oppose it, 
then, fot he wanied to break duwn such a system 
of doing business. 

Both amendments were withdrawn. 

The clauses ot the bill, from No. 21 to 29, inelu- 
sive, were under the head of “ narine corps,” to 
which no amendments were offered. 

Mr. WISE then said he wished the committee to 
return to clause No. 13, appropriating $33 000 for 
the Pensacola navy-yard, as he was not in his seat 
when that clause was acted upon, and he was desi- 
rous to Move an amendment thereto. 

The clause was again taken up, and Mr. WISE 
sent to the Clerk, to be read, a communication from 
the Secretary of the Navy. 

Mr. MERIWETHER asked if that was in or- 
der now the debate was closed? If the debate was 
again to be opened, he hoped they should all be 
allowed to take part in it. 

Mr. WISE said it was nota re-opening of the 
debate; but he presumed he was at liberty to move 
his amendment, which was to add the sumof 
$1,500 for a naval constructor at the Pensacola 
navy-yard, which would increase the appropria- 
tion for the yard to $35,300. The amendment was 
agreed to. 

Mr. GWIN moved to strike out the whole of 
the bill after the enacting clause, and insert a sub- 
stitute which he had prepared, appropriating the 
sum of $1,000,000 for the immediate and pressing 
wants of the navy. 

The motion was negatived. 

Mr. HOWARD desired again to submit an 
amendment which he had previously offered, re- 








specting the steamship constructing for the lakes; 
but it was decided to be out of ord 

Mr. CARUPHERS offered an 
tion to provide tbat no part of the 


made by this bill should be tran 
heads than those for which they were 


i” sg 


The propesition wa neerative i. 
Me. GAVIN renewed his mot 


sum which he proposed to fix ats 
"By, ¥ T ) st , 
Fhe moetion was nevgatived. 


nn 


itis chairman, reported the bill 


A 
t 


sundry amendment 





The Spraker took the chair; when 
Mr. CUSHING obtained the fi 


the pre — us question 





nd \ ; : 

whether, under the previous q 
ould be taken seriatin one a 

on the whole together; also, wheth 


; 


vent the ofering amendments in 


had been rejected in Commitiee of tl 


The SPEAKER said that, if it 


Ai 


of the House, the question would be t ake ren on each 
amendment separately; and that 


’ 


could be offered that had been reject 


tee of the Whole, 


On taking the question, “ Will the H 


the previous question 2?” the ayes were 
I 1 


ey 


noes 57—not a quorum; whereup 
Mr. CUSHING called for tel 











ordered; and Messrs. Gwin of Mississippi 
crica of New Jersey were appointe: 
king the count, reported 8lLayes, and 77 noes. & 
previous q tioh Wa f ded. 
a 
ahe main 1 on as toen 
was first ‘nase ebalipar urring in 
made in Committee o Siichoaiie 
propriation for th pay of com 
and petty off ame 
Z led in ‘ i 
Vi An Me j W A 
) Aver) B BD k, B 
B n, A V. Brow ] } 
i But WW Oi 
Patrick C. ¢ W W B. ¢ 
Cart ers, ¢ y.¢ i ‘ 1 
iit, Mark A. Cooper, ¢ Ci D 
Ri D. Davis, D ~ D y, D 
i i (ha a. 3 1, For € 
Thomas F. Foster, Gerry, Gogein, Williar 
Green, Gustine, Gw Harris, Hays, Ho 
Hfubard. H r, Jack, Cave Jo a 
Lane, Lewis, Littlefield, Abraham Me( 
lan. McKay, McKeon. Alfred Marshati. San 
Medill, Meriwether, Miller, Mitchell, Moore, 
Patridge, Payne, Pickens, Ray er, Read, 
Reynolds, Rhett, Rogers, William Russe 
Shaw. s repperd, Shire Snyder, Spr 
Swenev, dohn B.T ! J 
I vy. Underw RN Ie Wa 
rook, James W. Williams. Chri é 
J \W iat W —i| 
NAYS—M Adams, A = 
( Bake Barto B ve Ma b 
Bri 3.1 way, Bu ( W ram J 
J ey.§ t s ‘ N. Cla dia 
Cn Tohn B Five I 
John G. Floyd, Ga Gidd tn 
G ey, I sham, Hall, W1 Sof 
Hi tH mn, fl Charles J. Ing 
Hl, Witham W. Trew fa W iim ¢ 
Kennedy. King, Lowell, Mallory, Mattocks, M 
Morris, Morrow, Oliver, Parmenter, Pearce 
ell. Pr , Ramsay, R Ridoway, Rig 
M. Russ , Salton i Slade, Trumar 
ton, A. A. Hi. Stuart, Summers, Sumter, T 
W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, ‘Tomlins 
Wallace, W 1, Weller, Edward D. W 
iams, Wise, Yor ind John Young—s, 


Phe next question was on concurring 
lowing proviso, adopted on the mot! 


CLELLAN: 


\f ( ) il insert a 
* Provided, That, til! otherwise ordere 
of this, or any ot r tutu yy eXISU 1 
upplied to the paym i rs J 
ifter is date, bey in ¢ 

f January, i841 1th ! v 
hat numper shai e rec 

promotions, Wiis | 


Mr. WISE called for the yeas oan rie 


amendment, which were ordere: 


the question, resulted in yeas 100, nays 94; as 


lows: 
YE AS— Messrs Arnoid, Arringtor d 
Beeson, Black, A. V. Brown, Milton Bi 


Jeremiah Brown, Burke, William O. B 
ell, Patrick C, Caidwel!, John Cam 


The committee then rose, and —_ 


. MERLWETHE! rene 


the Speaker 
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ee aseeseeecnnanennssenasnanatnsennnneneanee ee 
bell, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Casey, Chapman, Chf 
ford, Clinton, Colquitt, M. A. ¢ oper, Cowen, Cravens, Daniel, 
Grarre Davis, Richard D. Davis, Dean, Deberry, Doig, 
Io! C. Edw Eebert, Chas. A. Floyd, Fornance, A. L 
Foster, Gerry, Giddings, Gilmer, Ge ee Goude, 
Green, G \ (iw ifall, Harris, Llavs, Houck, Houston, 
loward, Hubard, Hi . Jack, Cave Jobnse ag Lewis, 
| field, A im Met i Robert McClellan, McKay, 
McKeon, Altred M bat Mathiot, Matthews, Meriwether, 
Moore, Ne LO y, Parmenter, Patridge, Payne, Plumer, 
Raye R Red RK , Reynoids, Rhett, William 
Russell, Sa rd, = W, Shepperd Niade, Snyder, Sprigg, 
Sia j I. Stuart, Swe John B. J mpson, Triplett, 
Purney, U wo \ Buren, Warren, Weller, Westbrook, 
J Ww. WwW a Christoy rif. Williams, and Joseph I 
Wi (Ni 
NALS—M rs. Adams, Allen, Landat? W. Andrews, Bab- 
cock, Baker, Barnard, Barton, Birdseye, Blair, Potts, Bowne 
Bi er, B Brockway, Bronson, Burnell, William But, 
r, Gh Clit t Jobn C. Clark, Sialey N (‘larke, Coles, 
James ¢ Cy nm, Coshing, John Edwards, Ferris, Fes 
enden, Filin + John G. Floyd, Thomas F. Foster, Gamble, 
Pat G: Graham, G er, Habersham, Wim. S. Has- 
3, Hopkins, Hfudson, Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph 
R. fugers Jam Irvir WW. Irwin, James, Wim. Cost 
Joh J W. Jones, J P. iKenacdy, King, Lane, Low 
t Ma y. Samson Mason, Mattucks, Maxwell, Mitchell, 
Morgan, Morris. Morrow, Oliver, Pendleton, Pickens, Po well, 
P , Ra a Randall, Ridgway, Riggs, Reosevel 
JM. OR , Sleelds, Truman Smith, William 
Smith, Steer = ton, Alexander H. H. Stuart, Summers, 
Sumter, Taliaferro, Richard W. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, 
Tili ist, Toland, T inson, Van Rensselaer, Wallace, 
Ward, Washi Edward D. White, Thomas W. Williams, 
Wise, Yo t Jolin Youns ) 


The remaining amendments made in Committee 
of the Whole were severally concurred in without 
a division; and the bill, as amended, was ordered 
to be oneal for a third reading; after which, 

The question was ve by yeas and nays con the 

















passace of the bill, and carried in the aflirmative— 
yeas I71, nays 33, as folio Ww 

YEA*.—Mess1 Adams, Alien, L. W. Andrews, Sherlock 
J. A “ A Avengg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Bai- 
to Birdseve, Black, Blair, Boardman, Botrs, Bowne, Boyd, 
Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, Milton Brown, Jeremiah Brown, 
Bui . Ww » But , William O. Butler, John Campbell, 
Casey, ¢ Chitteaden, John ©. Clark, Staley N. Clarke, 
Ciitford, Clint Col Cows ‘yar Cravens, Cushing, 
Garrett D Dean, Deber J ds, Egbert, Everett, 
Ferris, Fes en, Fi ore, ‘I ter, Gamble, Gerry, 
G dding Gilmer, Goggin, Patrick Goode, William O, 
G . Gra } ranger, Green, Gustine, Gwin, Habersham, 
Hall, Harris, Wiliam Ss. Hastings. Join Hastings, Hays, Hop- 

i Hi , Howard, Tlubard, Hudson, Hunter, Hunt, fo- 

ph R. Ingerse James Irvin, William W. Irwin, Jack, 
James, William ¢ Johnsen, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, 
J P. K y, K , Lane, Littlef ld, Lowell, Abraham 
WeCile = { ] an, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, 
Alt M .3 Mason, Mathiot, Mathews, Mattocks, 
Maxwell, Medill, Mitchell, Moore, Morgan, Morrow, New 
har Oliv Owsley, Parmenter, Patridge, Pearce, Pen- 

Pick Piumer, Pope, Powell, Proflit, Ramsey, Ben 
imin Randa Rayner, Rencher, Reynolds, Ridgway, Riggs, 
Roosevelt, William Russell, James M. Russell, Saltonstall, 
Ra lers, S perd, shields, Slade, Truman Smith, William 
Sin Bree 1. St , Stratton, Alexander H. H. Stuart, 
John T. Stuar Sumter, Sweney, Taliaferro, John 
B. Thompsc W. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, 
Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, Underwood, Van 
Rensselaer, Wallace. Warren, W renin ton, Watterson, Weller, 
Eiward D. White, Thomas W. Williams, James W. Willams, 
J ph L. Waill , Wise, York and Young 171. 

NAYS.— Messrs. Acti 0, Atherton, Bee , Bidlack, Brew- 
ster, Charles Brown. Burke. Green W. Cal “vi il, William . 
Campbe i nas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Colquitt, Mark 
Co Dai Do Dog, J ¢ twards, Joha G Pioyd, 
Fornance, A. Lawi Foster, Henry, Keim, Andre w Ken- 
nedy, Lewis, Meitteon, Mertwetler, Read, Reding, Snyder, 
Turney. Van Bui We: wok, and Christopher i. Wil- 
lam > 


On motion by Mr. WISE, the House resolved 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, (Mr. Unperwoop in the chair,) and re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill providing for 
the appointment of a board to prepare a code of 
rules and regulations. 





— this bill was last under consideration in 
Committee of the Whole, the amendment pending 
was that increasing the number of pursers from ten 
to fourteen, and to add to the board two citizens, to 
represent the sailors; and One officer ef marines, to 
represent the marine corps. 

Mr. WISE said there was no objection on the 
part of the commitiee to that amendment. He 
would suggest, however, to the gentleman from 
Kentucky who cffered this amendment, that no 
pay was proposed for the members of the board, as 
they were to be officers in the service, and under 
pay; and that, therefore, he ought to modify his 
amendment so as to provide pay for the civilians 
he contemplate! putting on it. It would perhaps 
be better to have but one civilian on the board, and 
for it to consist of one of each grade, making seven 
in all—viz: one cre one commander, one Jieu- 
tenant, one passed-midshipman, one midshipman, 
one purser, and one civilian, 








pied ve 


7 





27 





ment which he wished to offer, proviced the | 
could be postponed till io-morrow. He questioned 
the propriety of appointing a board of othcers t 
amend acode which has existed ever since we ba 
a navy, and which we borrowed from the British 
He thought it would be | rloe nth ere- 
tary of the Navy hit rey to the nex 

sion ot Cone! a set ol ri reguiat 

the government of the navy, which Le could pre- 
pare with the a ance of officers and othe 


sons qualified to adviss ; 

Wr, WISE agreed with the gentleman that the 
Secretary was the most proper person to prepare 
the code; and 
amendnient to that effect, the vete could be taken 
on it at once. 

Mr. ADAMS wished to have till to-morrow to 
prepare his amendment; and cxpre ia wish that 
the bill be postponed til then. 

Mr. WISE V ; 1 to the pro tion— 


if the gent'eman would offer an 


On motion « tr. FILLMORE, th a 
ASI e, all ine i nu ing apt p! atl 
support of the army ior the year 1842, was take 
up and read | ugh; when 


On motion cf Mr. MERIWETHER, the com 
; 


Mittee rose and reported progre 


Mr. G!LMER, from the Committe i -—Re- 
trenchmen!, mate a report on the subject of the 
organization the Executive Depariunents; whic 
was leid on the table, and ordered to be print 

Mr. WISE heie ov served that he was now rea 
With a jot resol non the subject of 
the regniation of the navy. had 7 t 
to the gentleman from Massachusetts, [M 
Apams,] and it met with his concurrence. He 


hoped that it would now be read and acted on. 


No cbjection being made, the re ion was 
read. lt provided that the Secretary of the Nay 
and the Attorney General shall prepare an ub- 
mit to Congress, at the next session, a code of rule 
and regulations forthe government ot tt nay 
which shall be in force when ad pted by Congress 


Mr. ADAMS snegested to Mr. Wise to make it 
a separate, instead of a joint res 
assented to; and the resolution, 
passed. 


The House then adjourned 


lation, which wa 
fied, wa 


IN SENATE, 
Torspay, May 24 
A me*s2ge was received troia ihe House of Rep- 
resentaiives, | 
bill making appropriations for the 
navy for the year 1842 


yy their Clerk, accompanied by the 


On motion cf Mr. EVANS, the bill was read 
twice, and referred to the Cominiitee on Finance. 
Mr. SEVIER presented a memorial from 
heirs of Joseph Wheat: n, deceased, jate an cfficer 


in the revoluiionary War, prayloy 
amount of his pension retained in the Treasury 
under the operation of the act of May 1, 1820; 
which was read, and referred to the Committce on 
Revolutionary Clatins. 

Mr. HUNTINGION, from the Committee on 
Commeice, to which had ber erred the | ron 
the House authorizing the colleetor of the district 
of Fairfield to reside ia the town of Fairfield or 
Bridgeport, in Connecticut, renorted the same back 
without amendment. ‘Phe b:!l was then read the 
secord and third times, and passed. 

Mr. BAYARD said he thought it pro 


i 


allowed the 


per that the 
cominittee created al the last session, to inguire into 
the propriety of appointing a corps of reporters foi 
the Senate, s revived. It hi 
gested to him by several that this matier should be 
acted upon. S 
on the subject, authorizing the appointment of a 
corps of reporters; which was not acted uy 
objcet in ring now was io submit a motion to re- 
vive that cx 
sideration. 
The CHAIR (Mr. Smitn of Indiana) suggested 
to the Senator trom Delaware [Mr. Bararp] the 
ropriety of reducing his proposition to wrung. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN presented a memorial from 
citizens of Pennsyivania, praying for the imposi- 
tion of such a taiif of duties on foreign merchan- 
dise as will afford adequate revenue, and, at the 


Ovid De peen suc- 


! 2 ’ 
He al ne ia 


nilttee to take the subject into con- 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 











rerican industry: 


Same lime, give protec ntwoaA 


e‘erred to the Commitice on Manutactures. 

Mr. PORTER pre rmemerial, from 
Madi Ct , Nev hich was referred to 
t 4 ( m fee 

M ERRICK } { mit! on the 

) i ( It ia odnuilo proe- 
{ the Post 
iJ < ( ( oLo!I tor 
\¢ i y t 1 that de- 

y 
MM 1 committee § induced to re- 
} ti i, on the rec ola ¢ 1 hication 
urging m the I r a ra These 
Cif ha n ( OV GQ r only by 
; re not authorized by 
perma a i vie are indispen- 
é he Hou F.epreseat- 
a‘iv hy | t trike from the ap- 
1 i I i { De m t of 
I Vv Ww @ ti { U- 
, o ary 
nataia i be pa naking (hem permanent, 

enable them to paid for their services. 

i} was then read, and ordered to a second 
read nd the com nication of the Postmaster 
General, and the bill, \ red to be printed. 

Fhe resolution of Mr. Mrraick, defining what 
C abl ws and } , Vhcn irom ime to 

LSTA ion cepartments to 
and commi , shall be considered 
it oposed by Mr 
Mc n of executive 
} ) ine OT {o— 
{ ] t Lie “Lidice 1h f I 

Mr. B HANAN, underst nz tvat the dis- 

( the 2 t 10} \ e pr te l ved a 
ann imyz lwita erative ne- 

( 0 yac i ¢ of I t I i 
; idm wiih ( urrencee of 

> } J ( Li mil : n P 0 
} ( tek ne up i 

Mr. McROSERTS, who was entitled to the floor, 
acqu eed in the su n Then. 

On motion of Mr. BUCHANAN, the previous 
orders of the day were postponed, and the Senate 


proceeced to the consideration, as in committee of 
the whole, of the 


APPORTIONMENT BILI 


iL aL. 
Phe redia nencing were th 

a | 1 OY J y¥ Committ e, 
cing Oat the ratio of 50,179, adepted by the 
Hou Re ‘ uting 50 000 
as the rato; and a provis lo represent fractions, 
Ving idiuonal Represen'ative to such 
whose fraciion exceeded a moiety of the 
50.000; and the amendment striving out 

por rot t ! y j AlcTy On tae 

slates to a tthe dis yslem «i representa- 


. ’ : 
tion, each district to be Composed OF CONMQUOUS 


e} ry, end to retur ut one Representatire; 
and substituting a provision, leaving it optional 
with ihe States to adept eiiner tne district or gen- 
eraleticle m, but retaining that portion re- 
sat th istricts shall be of contiguous ter- 
tory x O R niative, if the district 
>te ould preferre 
Mr. BERRIEN explained the views of the Ju- 
} Committee, with regard to the amendmeats 
nbmitted to the Senate 
As far as his own opinion was concerned, he was 
1 favor of a much higher ratio than that adopted 
y the House of Representatives. But, in com- 
mittee, had be nfluenced, byvarious consider- 
auious, a o depart from the original bill in tbat 
a 


lo the fractions not 


‘posed to re 
i 


duce as low 





as 
itiguous cotionegrowing States, 
which, according to the original bill, would havea 
repo 2 of represented fractions, amounting 
to nearly 200.060. These were the Statesof Ala- 


bama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Arkansas, and 
Tennessee. The aggregate of the whole Union 
(speaking in round numbers) would be 6€0,000 not 
represenied, of which one-third would fall upon 
the five cotten-growing Sta'es. Their proportion, 
according to population, should not exceed 61,000. 

The committee had also ascertained that these 





| 





ees TS 








fractions bore heavily and unequally upon the 
slaveholding States. They discovered that, by 
adopting the ratio of 50 000 as’a general ratio for 
representa'ion with regard to the aggregate popu- 
ljauion of each State, and an approximate ratio for 
fractional remainders, the aggregate of the whole 
Union unrepresented, instead of being 6C0,000, 
would be reduecd to 200,000; and, in effecting this, 
they conceived they were carrying vut the intention 
of the Constitution. 

The amendment ito the second section of the bill 
was in reference to thé election of Representatives 
by districts in the States. ‘The committee, without 
deciding on the power granted to Congress by the 
Constiiution, did not consider the occasion had ar- 
rived when that ower, if it existed, could with 
propriety be exercised, They bad therefore rec- 
ommended an amendment, by which it would be 
optional with the States whether they shou'd have 

l-ticket system or the district system, and 
g,in cave any Siate shall have laws 
for eleetion by districts, such districts 
shall be composed of contiguous territory, and each 
shall contain arepresentative population equal to 
the number which, by the existing ratio, shall be 
required for one member, as nearly as may be; and 
no one dis'rict eleciing more than one member, 

If he, personally, entertained any opinion ad- 
verse to the principle of the general-ticket system, 
he wou! be controiled by the universal sentiment 
in its fayor, prevailing throughout his own State. 

Mr. WALKER was quite sure the House of 
Representatives would never have adopted the bill 
in the form in which it had been sent to the Senate, 
if it had reflected upon the injustice—the iniquitous 
injustice—which it would inflict upon the weakest 
portion of the Union. It gives to the whole Union 
306 members—187 to the free States, and 119 to 
the slaveholding States. The slave States have 
consequently very little over one-third of the Rep- 
resentatives. But such is not their proportion of 
unrepresented fractions. The aggregate of un- 
represented fractions for the whole Union is be- 
tween 500,060 aad 600,000; but, of these, 304,000 
fall upon the slaveholding States: thus, with a 
representation of one-third, they are asked to bear 
the burden of three-fifths of the unrepresented 
fractions. There never was a proposition of grosser 
injustice than this. The fractions allotted to the 
slave States, which have bata third of the repre- 
‘entation, amount to 304 000: the fractions allot- 
ted to the free States, with two-thirds of the repre- 
sentation, amount to 249,000 only. But the injus- 
tice was still more glaring when the allotment to the 
four cotton growieg States—Alabama, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, and A: kansas—was considered. These 
four States are assigned 20 Representatives—one- 
fifteenth part of the Federal representation. Yet, 
a fifeenth of the representation, they 
have to bear one-third of the burden of unrepre- 

ented fractions. According to their federal repre- 
sentation, their proportion of the unrepresented 
fractions should not have excceded 36,000; instead 
of that, they are allotted four or five times that 
number. 

The member from Massachusetts, [Mr. Ever- 
eTt,] if it had been his intention to adopt a ratio 
which would leave the greatest fraction to Mississip- 
pi, could not have taken a more successful course 
than in selecting that of 50,179, which actually 
leaves such a fiaction to Mississippi as requires 
but an addition of 406 to give it a title to another 
Representative. Thus, while other States have a 
Representative for 50.000, she is denied one be- 
eause she fal!s short of tuat ratio by only 406. 

Mr. W. entered into various particulars to show 
the injustice which had always been done to the 
Southern States in apportionment of representa- 
tion—the largest fractions being uniformly thrown 
on them. 

Hie had made a calculation, based upon the 
present rate of increase in the population of Mis- 
sissippi, from which he deduced thatin 1843, when 
this apportionment bill comes into operation, {that 
State, even at the ratio of 50,000, would be entitled 
to two additional members. 

He next argued the question of the constitution- 
ality of the proposition of the commitiee, to make 





in force 





vith but 


| an approximate ratio for the representation of a 


fri 

















wd of the fractions; and quoted the words of 


the Constitution, 





on which he commented for some 


time. He contended that the true theory of the 
Constitution, as expressly stated in the iustrument 
jtself, was, to apporiion representation and direct 


taxes acccrding io numbeis, in reference 
ula‘ion of the States resy ectively. 

In apporiioning direct taxes, the fn l number of 
the population in each S:ate was affected. The 
Constitution was imperative that rule of 
apportionment shou'd apply with :ecard to repre- 
sentation. But,in practice, it was found impo 
to apportion Reprisentativesso as to leave no frac. 
tions. The consii!utional necessity wes, however, 
maintained in the prine'ple that the least po § ble 
fraction snouid be Jeti—that approximation 
should be made as near as practicable to the full 
rep! resentation, 


The 


to the pop- 


the ame 


ssib isle 


the 


amendment proposed by the committee 
would reduce ihe ageregate fraction for the who! 
of the Union from between five and six hundred 
thousand, down to Jess than two hundred thousend., 
For this very reason it was more consonant to the 
true intent and meaning cf the Censtilution than 
any arrangement by which agreates traction would 


be le/t. 
He understood it was objected tha 


there 
be no common divisor, equally applic 


could 
ia to all the 


States, that would effect this object ; and that the 
bill was sudject to ‘he same exceptions whies Gen. 
Washington took the apportionment bill of 
1792, which he vetoed. He denied that there was 


any analogy beiween the two bills, ori 
jections applicable to tha’, 


at the Ove 


could be apoilied to this. 


One of Gen. Washing'on’s main objections was, 
that the bill sent to him gave some of the States 
more Representatives than their population entitled 
them to under the ratio of 30 000. St ch an cb- 
jecuion cid not lie to the bill now before the S nate. 
The nearest approach to an apporiionment liable 


to such objection would be with regard to the 


Sra'e of Delaware; w mace, with a population of 
70,000, would be allowed, under the commitiee’s 
ame: dment, two members: that is, one for each 


35,000 cf population. But it the population of 
that Sia'e was on'y (0,000, according to the min- 
imum ra'io of 30,000 meutioned in the Constitu- 
tion, it might have two Representatives. 

The iact was, that General Washington’s veto 
message shouid be consid-red as appl:eat 


sle 


io ihe 








apporiionment bili of 1792, and not as applicavte 
tu the present bill, which bears no analogy to that 
of 1792. The biil of 1792 was directly in the teeth 
of the Constitution. Tais is not “o; on the con- 
trary, it appro ximates nearer than any other to the 
spirit and intent of the Constitute; 

Another ot Gen. Wa-hingion’s cbjeciions to the 
bili of i792 was, that 1! comtaine! no ove propor- 
tion or divi-or founded on the respective popula- 
tions of the States, end uniformly appiucasie to 


themail. But this bi!! contains a ratio of 50,000, 
which he (Mr. W.) contended was not only a pryo- 
portion strictly within the me 


anicg of the phre 
in Gen. 


Washington’s message, but, ia point of 
fact, it was a mathe:natical divisor. 

On the grounds he had thus stated, he was in fa- 
vor of the committee’s amendment; he saw no 
other means by which so near an approximation 
conld be made to a ful) representation. 

In reference to the amendment propored by the 
commitiee to the second section—ihat relating to 
electicns by districts—he would say, that ifa gen- 


eral rule could be adopted and ca: 
veluntarily, he would prefer the 
sy:tem to any other. But some ofthe Siates had 
become so accusiomed to the other mode of elec ing 
their Representatives, _ he thought it ines pedient 
for Congress to interfere, particularly as no evil 
had resuited from the prac tice ¢ f th 


12 States. When 
the question on that subject came he would 


ried jato effect 
general ticket 


1e 


move to strike out the whole section. It was a 
matter which ought to be leit to the States them- 
Selves 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he thought that, in the 


discussion upon this bill, they should make better 
progress by discussing but one amendment at a 
time. It was extremely proper for the Senator 
from Georgia to make a general introduction to the 
discussion, upon all matters connected with the 
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0.11; ; but, t present 


, he appre he nded the question of 


























pattionad representation was the one to which 
their atiention should be Cirected. questi n, 
he ‘hough yuld be deeided first, rout refer- 
ence to any other proposition or amendment. And 
‘pon this subject, he had but a very few wor 
say; becau ne nding the <¢ AY 
ous speech i ator om M 
remayr were i able ¢ Ing ! ! 
RuCHANA? ) od not b a ( iscover suf- 
ficent reason to change th inion which he enter- 
taincd—and which he believed had been almost 
universally eniertained the very origin of the 
Governmen'—that on would be a 
Violation of the Cons w, let us ascer- 
fain the facts (sa as they exist, 
in relation to this ealeu n. Delaware has a 
population of 77.000, and is to be ailowed two 
members. The ratio prop 1 by th bill is 
1) 000. What will be the effeci?’ Why, that Del- 
re will have ene Rey entative for every 
38,590. There are thiricen States which will all 

y Representa s Ig tint ame 
f tion Wilh each oj 3 an ’ f a rauio 

s than the number tte to | ihe com- 
mon divisor his bill. In Pennsylvania, there 
would be ¢ ' resentativ to every 51 006; 
k nD e, there would be one to every 

00. Her Mr. Bucnanan reierred to a_ hill 
Wh u 1 | he Congress of the United 
Stadt 1793 reviau f at of 

e sé wilales, ANG V eqd i Pre I Vast 
netor 1 the re I ven t he President for 
Hal Velo; and proces a t argue that, i moc 
as from tbe very establisoment of this Government 
it was provided that the representation should not 
exceed one for every 30,009 of the npepuiation, and 
that representation apd taxation should be appere 
licne amol everal S CC fine to elr 

nective numt , the proposition of the ym 
mittee on the Judiciary was a vio n of the Gon- 
Stulation, asx tt at niiest Vio ation of tae prace- 
tice of the G rnment from its commencement 
As to the ipjasiice ch it uld ¢€ t towards 
the slavehclding Sia he thought there wou!d be 
time enough to consicer of that (though he was the 
last man tn the Senate disposed to do them injus- 
tice) after they had determined as to the quesiion 
of fractional representation, Ele was opposed to 
the proposition, inasmuch as he believed it to be a 
violation of the Constitution, and at war with the 
prine:pies laid down ash ngten, in the firet 
veto, to which he h 

The debate was con.inued by Messrs. CRIT- 
TENDEN, WALKER, and BERRIIEN, in sup- 
pot of the commitiee’s amend ntto represent 
fractions: and by Messrs. WOODBURY, KING, 
BAYARD, BUCHANAN, and TAPPAN, in op- 
} lon 

At four o'clock, wi hout the question being taken 
on the amen Hane hn’, 

Mr. MANGUM moved an aciournmen!t; which 
was egreed io, and 

The Seuate acj ned 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
"ST AY, M 24, 1842. 

Mr. BRIGGS hoped the House wouid consent 
to pend the rules for half aa hour, to enable 
them to tale up a bill relative to the contracts of 
the Postmaster General with railroad companies 

r tie conveyance the y;! 

Vir. TALIAFPE RRO ergentemen rec aSt~ 
ed him to wai 1al n, tur the purpose of 
enabling ther get in reports. 

Mr. COWEN suggested that commiltees should 
be called regular'y reports. 

Mr. FILLMORE remarked that many could 
not report, as they had not come prepared; bat if 
O-morrow were appropriated for that purpose, they 
wont take care be ’ 

Mr. ST ARi f V rina said he Was oblized 
to leave for V rzinia to-morrow, and he was desi- 
rous to report, before he le‘t, three several biils from 


the Committee on Private Land Claims. The bills 
were accordingly received,iand read twice, and com- 
mitted to the Committee of the Whole House on 
the stale of the Union; they were of the following 
title 


} 
j 
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A bil! for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Daniel Brent, deceased, late consul of the United 
States at Paria. S. 

A bill for t ef of John A. Smith. 

A bill for ihe relief of Edwin Bartlett, late con- 
sul of the United States at Lima, in Peru. 

Mr. BRIGGS then renewed his motion previous- 
ly mentioned. 

"Mr. J. G. FLOYD objected. 

Mr. FILLMORE said, as objections were made, 

he would move that the House ‘resolve itself into a 


Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. BRIGGS hoped the rules would be suspend- 
ed, ihe bill which be had mentioned might 
be taken up, as it would not occupy more than 
half an hour. 


so toatl 


diseu 


Ol 


Mr. FILLMORE thought it would require a 
Mr. SMITH 
motion to suspend the rules. The 
yeas anc} 


good deal sion, 
of Virginia called for the yeas 
and nays on the 
ys, however, were not ordered; and the 
ition to suspend was negatived without a divis- 


THE ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 
ir. FILLMOR 


I. moved that the House resolve 


itself intoa Commitee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, which was carried; and Mr. Un- 
DERWOOD took the chair. 

The Cuerk read the bill through, and then it 
was taken up by sections, 

The first item of the first section proposed an 
appropriation “* for the pay of the army, $1,477,- 
qe 


Mr. CAVE JOHNSON was understood to 
that this 
sO 1% 


ob- 
item exceeded the item for the like 
o years ago by about $300,000; amd as 


cerve 


purp 


he saw no goed reason for this increase, he proposed 
to reduee it to the sum of $1,172 000—being a re- 
fuction of $305,700 


Mr. FILLMORE said be believed there nad 
been no bil! for the increase of the army since 
1838, when the rank and file of the army was near- 
ly doubled 3 yel the enlistments which had been 


progressing had not filled up the ranks; and this 
appropriation was requ red to enabie it to be done. 
From the Paymaster General he had a detailed 
statement before him, made with reference to the 
law on which the appropriations were based ; and 
if any gentlemen wished to see it, they had the op- 

tunity to examine Be: it was too voluminous 
>read to the committee. He had oo a sep- 
tumate from the Adjutant General, setting 
unts that would be required for re- 
cruiting, to supply the deficiency created by deaths 
and desertion: 





arate es 


forih the ame 






But while he was up, he would state one or two 
general facts. The appropriations for tbe army 
proper were $6,170,779; forthe Military Acade- 
my, $153,641: maxing an agg.egate oi $6,304,- 
420. The amount of spsespaiishion for the 
army proper in 1841 was $6041,919; for 
the Miliary Academy, $131,520: making an 
aggrecate of $6,173,439 20. He also gave 
the sums apfproprialed for the same _ objects 
for 1840; from whica, he said, it would be per- 
ceived that there was a slight increase in this bill 
over the appropria ions cf the last year and the 
year before, which was salad by the recruit- 


ings to fill up the 
the Payma 


forma 


army ; but ashe hada letter from 
al that would afford some in- 
n to the committee, he desired thatit might 
be read by the Clerk. 
Tne CLerk read the letter accordingly. 


’ se 
ler Genel 





Mr. MERLWETE'ER said he should be glad to 
ask the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means oue question; he wished to know whether 
ihe ettimates were for the troops actually enlisted, 


and in service; and for those 
ed this year. 

Mr. FiLLMORE replied that it was for both, of 
coure 

Mr. MERIWETHER desired the chairman of 
the Cemmitiee of Ways and Means to ‘ell him 
how many were to be enlisted this year. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he could not: the papers 
which he had submitied to the committee showed 
the deficiency in the ranks, but he did not recollect 
the number, 


who were to be enlist- 
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going on to add that the appropriations annually 
made to carry on the Florida war, or the seppres. 
sion of Indian hostilities, werea good 
something, he was understood to say, like $250,000. 
Mr. CAVE JOHNSON was understood to say 
that the letier read at the Clerk’s table, so far from 
convincing him that any increase of appropriation 
was needed, only made him the more anxious tha 
it shonid be diminished. He saw no use of in- 
creasing the appropriation three or four hundred 
thousand dollars. ‘There were tables in the pos- 
session of the chairman of the © 
and Means which required to be examined betore 


a 
cealreduce(d— 


y 
mmittee of Ways 


i 


the committee could vote understanding upon 
this bill. He wished to see the precise aniount re 
ceived by each officer and soldier in service. With- 


out satisfactory information on this point, he shou 
INSist Upon Ais amend nt to recace 
tion. 

Mr. SMITH said it was obvious the committee 
Were calied on (0 Vole in the dark. ‘The honora- 
ble chairman of Ways and Means had the docu- 
ments which would afford the neecssary light | 
enable them to vote understandinely He asked 
if the committee could do without ii?) True, th 
gentieman said it was open to inspection. Yet one 
could but jovuk at it, and could not gather its de- 
tails, amid the noise prevailing in the hall. Wren 
the commiitee was engaged in the consideration of 
a bill appropriating $11,000,000 to the army, in 
contrast with $7 000,000, which was formerly the 
amount, it was due to them and the country that 
this information should be tul!, in orcer that they 
might act undersiaadingly. Hie therefore wished 
them to pause, and allow the documents to be 
printed. He uncerstood that the ranks of the army 
were filled out—that there was no further necessity 
for the recruiling service. 
and continue filling i? 

Mr. WM. O. BUTLER said that 1,400 men were 
wanted. 

Mr. SMITH remarked that the e: 
ceeded former appropriation 
war had terminated. The inf 
important to the 


+4 
Le appre pria- 


| 


Should we, then, go on, 


» 


tumates ex- 
, although the Florida 


rmation desired was 
documentary history cf the coun- 


try, and to the future action of Congress. Without 
submitting a mction, he suegested the propriety of 
pausing, and laying the biliggide for the present. 


Mr. MERIWETILER said he was disposed te 
vote for the amendment of the genitieman trom 
Tennessee, [Mr. Cave Jonnson,] provided the pay 
of th: se in service was not withheld. Tne Florida 
war induced an increase of five thousand men; that 
had ceased, and with it Should cease the large in- 
crease of the army. 

Mr. M. sent to the Chair the following amend- 


ment: 

Provided, That so mucl f tl act f } Sas Increases t! 
army of the 1 Stat hall be 1 the same is hereby 
suspended; and no money appropriat | isa hall be a 
pl itothe paymentot t army, yor! the umber thereof 
before the passage ft that ac P t I all of 
cersand privates shall receive pay to the e of eir di 


charge, which | be thirty days from the passage of this act 
Mr. FILLMORE asked if the gentleman trom 
Georgia [Mr. Meniwetuer] bad read the act of 
1838? 

Mr. MERIWETHER said he had. 

Mr. FILLMORE. Has the gentleman diserim- 
inated between the portions of the law he wonld 
repeal and those he would not? The act of 1838 
reorganized the army. 

Mr. MERIWETHER said it reorganized the 
army by adding a great many useless 
men, it was truc, who were not waiting orders, but 
were under orcers, and doing little or nothing at 
ali. 

Mr. FILLMORE raised the question whether the 
amendment was in order. 

The CHAIR decided it was not. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON asked leave to withdraw his 
amendment, and submit the following in its stead 
—to come in at the 6'h line: 

“Provided, That no part of the appro; 
shall be applied to che payment of any s 
enlisted, or officer hereafter to be aj 
thearmy be reduced to 


Mr. FILLMORE raised the question whether it 
was in order, 


ofiicers— 





5.000 met 


He then said, when he was interrupted he was |} 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 











The CHAIR said it was, according to precedeats 
previously « t hed 
Mr. FILLMORE there was aspecific law 
authorizing th nel of eac officer and sol- 
er in > army. ‘Tk ject of this bill was 
mie ‘ é iws. He submitted 
i 1 4 {an amendment 
y j t 
Phe ¢ IR precede! accord- 
ing to W ep had restrained the epe- 
sled, existinglaws. The 
: iry, and that of 
Cie . Y > W 1 ca-e 12 
po 
~ Mr. PENDLETON said, as the Chair had de- 
cided the ame: i r, he uid Hot ap- 
peal; yet ied, »ariny had to be reduced, 
u I eans, ani not in the 
indirect Mauner pr { ty the committee. He 
vi hisnse t army as it 
was, e : i { Rot intend to 
u ‘ uum oOuid NOL are 
hr. M! s i ound to ap- 
pea n the deg ail 
Mr. PROFFIT, ; a ers, Said that it 
j Was lo . 
Phe ( AIR hoped there won!d be no objection 
| to enter ning the objections being 
| per t \ 
Mr. ADAMS eal { ling of the amend- 
meut, A i ! he said that he enurely 
|} agreed i i nan from Tennessee in the 
| princip amendment. The House had, 
much against | “ , Tecuced the appreopria- 
} tions f i a and heh d they would be 
| cor : I e army a The army 
| of the United States, 1 the year 1531, had been 
| growing, wing, wing, UbuL i hat now got to 
| be more than double whatit was atthattime. In 
that yee Black \ War commenced, and 
t was the fi xt seized upon for the pur- 
pose i army Besides (cca- 
ona f nayment of militia called 
| nio VICe> t numerous bills author'z- 
| ing } President ) € y voinnleers, for 
whiecn i Ms yunNeon mniidn had been ex- 
p icd—— es ail Ul e had, on the cecasion 
ot the Bia i ; at, Talis a regiment of 
‘ n : » we nad nota mounted 
} man in ' rvice. nen, a few years afterwards, 
i asecond regiment of dragoons was raised, and 
| everybody icuew that cost loubie as much to 
Nort a regim nt fs 200RS asa regiment of 
} infa 3 th ven, there were the 
| hor to pa Then ,ought there had been 
} an add 1a ment cf infantry raised. 
As to ¢ heel ydnanee corps, and all the 
| pride, pomp, and circumstance of war, he had been 
late i t : iis for the purpose 
of showing how this mons'er kad been growing 
} Uill it Mad reached 4 Siz nouven to stariie the coun- 
| try. Ele had, in view of this growing evil, pre- 
|} pared a resoiuuon, and nad had it in his drawer 
| for nearly three mor , Without beiag abie, owing 
| to the unreasonat ad arbitrary rules of the 
| He fern. The purport of that resolution 
Was, tO instrt nmittee on Military Affairs 
| fo inquire tuto the expeuliency oi reducing the army 


tandard of 1821. Now, 
eman trom Tennessee would permit 
him, he would propose an amendment to his 
amendment,to reduce the army, instead of to 5,000 
men, io the standard of 1821. For that he was 
prepared voie, unless some sufficient reason 
could be given him to the contrary. As the Flori- 
da war was now ended, it was utterly unnecessary 
tablishmeni as at 


of the Ui 


Wetihe gel 


i i Slaleys io ine 


to have so large a military « 
pre ent eX : 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON assented to the modifi- 
cation of the gen n trom Massachusetts. 

Mr. WM. 0. BUTLER observed that the ef- 
fect cf the amendment would be this: the soldiers 
are enlisted for five years, and, by waiting till their 
enlistment expires, the men would be disbanded 
and the officers left in service. 

Mr. WARD said that if it was the pleasure of the 
|} House, or of the Congrets of the United States, 
that ihe army should be reduced, he could not pre- 




















vent it; but the proposition should never receive 
his vote. He would submit to gentlemen who were 
desirous of reducing the army, whether it was 
practicable to effect their object in the manner pro- 
poved. The honorable gentleman who had made this 
motion was per'ectly well acquainted with the 
laws by which the army was established, and knew 
that some act must be passed to provide for the 
manner of the reduction, Who was authorized by 
this amendment to make the reduction? Wasit to 
be done by the President of the United States, or 
the Secretary ot War? and who was to be thrown 
oul? If the army was to be reduced, some law 
should be passed, directing the manner of the re- 
duction, as was the case when the old army was 
reduced. If it were the p'easure of the House to 
make the reduction proposed, by the means of this 
bil, let a clause be incorporated in it, directing 
how tae reduction should be made. He was, how- 
ever, opposed to it in any form, for he thought the 
times highly inauspicious for such a movement. 
We were by no means certain that our negotiations 
with Great Britain would terminate favorably, not- 
withstanding such confident predictions had been 
made that they would. And further, in reply to the 
gentleman from Massachosetts, he would observe, 
that afier the first reduction of the army into a peace 
establishment, when thousands of discontented In- 
dians had been congregated on the frontiers of Arkan- 
sas and Missouri, repeated applications were made 
from the West for its increase. Then it was that 
the people of the West considered themselves in 
danger trom these Indians congregated on their 
borders, and cherishing the most deadly hostility to 
the white race; and it was in consequence of their 
applications that the army was increased. He rec- 
oilected well the eloquent speech of a gentleman 
now no more, [Generai Ashley,] on whose recom- 
mendation the first regiment of dragoons was raised. 
He showed the importance of this regiment for the 
defence of the Western frontiers, and the economy 
that would be consulted by il, as a means of pre- 
ventivg Indian disturbances. 

In reiation to the reorganization of the army, no 
increase had taken place, with the exception of tha 
two regiments of dragoons, but what was necessary 
io render it more perfect and efficient. There was 
a reorganization of the engineer corps, the topo- 
graphical engineers, and the ordnance corps; but it 
only went so far as to render these corps more per- 
fect. Now,suppese this reduction were made: in 
what condition would we be left? You will leave 
your Western inhabitants without protection, or 
you must take the whole of your 6,000 men for 
their protection, and leave your seaboard exposed. 
Was there any existing necessity for making such 
a reduction at the present time? There surely was 
not. The time might come when circumstances 
would justify the measure; but, in the present as- 
pect of our foreign affairs, and looking at the situa- 
tion of the Indians on our Western borders, he was 
utterly opposed to it. Ele would again ask gentle- 
men to look at the effects of the proposition. Who 
was to make the reduction? Was the President of 
the United States to do ii? Was he to strike off the 
heal of the major general? Was he to cut down 
the engineers, the topographical and the ordnance 
corps?) The ordnance corps was a highly useful 
and meritorious one. To them we owed many valu- 
able improvements in military engines, and they 
had the care of the ordnance and stores. Would 
gentlemen, by cutting off this corps, leave all the 
ordnance that we had been collecting for years, at 
a great expense, without any protection? As far 
as his observation and information extended, the 
country never was better prepared for war than at 
present. Our seaboard was well fortified, and we 
had ordnance and ordnance stores under the direc- 
tion of this corps in abundance. Mr. W. con- 
cluded by saying that the amendment seemed to 
him to be of that crude inconsistent character which 
he could not expect to find favor in that House, 
and he was confident that there was good sense 
enough in it to vote it down. 

Mr. FILLMORE thought that a proposition of 
this kind should come from some committee of the 
House; but, so far from that being the case, the 
chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs 
was not even in his seat. Were gentlemen pre- 
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